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GENERALL 


ASSEMBLY, 


AcEpinsurgs. 1643, 


_— A Coxand Hen + for mneaaakey, 


\ 


Seſl. I. Auguſt 2.1643. 


The Kineas Le T.TER tO the 
Generall Aſſembly, 


Preſented by bis «1 ajeſties Commiſsioner Sir 
Thomas Hope of Craighall Kmght, 
His «M ajeſties Advocate. 

CHARLES R, + 
: 5 —_ Ruſtic and welbeloved , We greet yot 
well, The time now approaching for 
the holding of the General Aﬀembly 
; of Our Kirk of Scotland, and We ha- 
ving appointed Sir Thomas Hope Our 
Advocate to -be Our Commiſhanet 
there ; We thought good' to preſent 
him there with theſe Our Lerters, and 
\|j to take this occaſion 'to'minde' you of 
ACETIETTINE '' the duty which you owe ro Us your 
Soveraigne , -and tothe peace of that” 'Our Native" Kingdome. 
How far We have lately extended Our grace- and favour towards 
ſatisfa&tion of your humble deſires , there is not any amongſt you 
bur may well remember: And therefore" Mm" this conjundture of 
Ouraffairs , it is but reaſonable that WE'Expe from” you ſuch 
moderation inthe dutifull proceedings of this Aﬀembly , as may 
concurre with Our Princely inclinationsand deſires, to preſerve 


tha Kirk and that Our Kingdome in peace; having wel blog 
A xz; | 


Fig 
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that alterations in points of Religion, are often the inlets.to clll 
difſetnions + ated thb thudrd, {Fit overthrow of both Kirk an 


[ herefore ef Our ion and ſpecialFtender= = 
qromf-nanrye- rv rye ami © 
therein to the ectv org, We conjuteand reguire you ti the 
fracof ” Ke of Us his Vicegerenit ; that, your eti- 


deavours ind connfultations tetid onely to preſerve peace atid quiz 
etneſſe among you. Arid ſo We bid you farewell. Given at Out 
Court at Oxtord the 22.day of July, 1643 


To vur bight truſly and #elbtleved Counſellow, Sit Thomas Hope 
Knight,0ur CAtvocate generall., ind Our Conmiſcidner at thi 
generall Aſſembl of the Kirk in Our Kinedome of Scoland, 
and 10 thi reft if ſaid Aſſembly nbd converned. | 


— 


Seſſ. II,  eAuguſt 3. 1643. , 
Overtures anent Bills , References, 
and eAppeales. | 


=@ Hat all Bills whatſoever of: particulat concerns 
Bay ment, whereunto all parties having intereſt ate 
Tn not cited, ſhould be rejeRed, 
FENG That all Bills be firſt preſented to the inferi- 
\ P- our Judicatories of the Kirk, who may cotripe= 
MS GD>=4 tcntly conſider of them, and from ther be of= 
derly arid gradatim brought to the Aſſembly, accotding to the of- 
der preſcribed for Appellations in the Aſſembly of Edinburgh 
1639. inthe 24.Sefl, Ange 30. 
hat the ſaid AQ of Aſſembly 1639.ancnt Appellations,be al- 
{o extended to References, 
In Appellations arid References of particulat concerament , if 
all parties having intereſt, have beenpreſent in the inferiour Judi 
catorie when the Appeal and Reference was mide , then there is + 
no neceſlitie of citation. But in cafe of their abſence, citation of 
parties is {o neceſſar,that if it be wanting, Appellations and Refe- 
rences ſhould not be received: 
 Thatconform to former As of Aſſemblies, Appellations 
[emtintian be made within teti dayes after the featence, and ot 
wilenoi to be reſpeeds 58 Afpombly. 48. 5 354.30. 


Ye iiftonbty anfibc; thi dwetific; ts be give etal 


3 | 


Seſſ; ITT: Auguſt 4: 1643; | 

eAT for eleftion of Profeſſaurs to be (ommiſcia- 

ners to Aſſemblies by Presbyteries. 

IX% He Aſſembly thinks , if Profeffours of Divinitic 7 Vith- 

ST j& verſities be Miniſters , that they may be thoſen Com- 
FS miſſioners to the Generall Aſſembly, either by the Prs- 


byrerie as Miniſters, or by the Univerſitic «s Profeffours of Divi- 
nirie, 4 +0 hr 


: Sel. LV. e Auguſt 5. 1643: - 


T he Petition of the diftreſſed Profeſſonrs 
in lreland. for eMiniſters.. | 


To the reverend and honourable cMaderatour and remanent 
Members of the Generall A (ſembly of Scotland, 
conveened at Edinburgh, 4#7.1643+ 


The humble Petition of the'diſtreſſed Chriſtians 
4 the North of Ireland. | 


——— 
LP” tt 
* » 


Humbly ſheweth, 


$ Hat whereas you were pleaſed the laſh year to 
rake notice of our Petition , and conceived fo fa- 
$ vourable an a& in onr behalf , from' our hearts 
SI we blefſe rhe Lord God of ourfarhers, who pur 
IQ) ſuch athing as this in your heart,to begin in an 
WOK! ſort to beautifie the houſe of rhe Lor amoiigh 
us : doubtlefſe you have brought upon your ſelves the bleſſing of 
them who conftderthe poor; the Lord will certainly deliver you 
in the time of trouble. Wetruſt no diſtance of place,no length of 
time, no preſſure of afflition , yea , nor ſmiling of proſperity, 
ſhall delere our of our thankfall memories the bowbſe acknow- 
ledgement of your ſo motherly care,indrawing out your breaſts; 
ez,your ſoyls to ſatisfie the. hungrie : although we have been 
cen with the ſword , bitten wich famine, our owt wickednes 
corre&ing us , our back-flidings reproving” us ,. yet we haye 
not to farre forgorten the Lords ancient love, but that our hearts 
were brought to a little reviving in the midſt of our bondage , b 
the Miniſtery of theſe, whoat your direQion made a ſhort vin 
amongſt us. We know you did not conceive it,expedicnt at that 
time,tolooſe any for falſerrling here,till the waters of the bloudy 
inundation were ſomewhat abared,” and probability might be of 


ſome 
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oy | The Generall Aſembly, 16431 
_ fome comfortable abode , which we through the Lords reveii- 
ging hand, pusſuing oux ctemies, andthe vigilancle of your yicto- 
rious Army 5 4s 1n a grear-meaſure attained unto. Whatſotver 
might havedetained ſome of theſe whom ye dircted tdus;whole 
ſtay made ourexpeRation prove abottive,ye ſhall aſcribe ifrd oiir 
own abuſe of ſuch treaſize;8& want of ſpiritual l hunger;occafioned 
juſtly through the want of food ; And yet that ſame diſ-appoint- 
ment, together with your faithfull ptomiiſe of inlargirlg Four in- 
- debred bountie.; which is put upgn record in all our hearts ; hath 
made us conceive the ſeed:of q ively expeRation ; that you will 
now no mote put your bougtie, and the means of ourlite,into tlie 
hazard of ſuch fruſtrations,but will once for all, beſtow an ample 
and enduring bleſsing. And ofthis we are ſo much the more coji- 
"Adent,becauſe our former ſuit was not denyed, but delayed : ohly 
we fear, if anew.delay be procured," tilFallchings be fully fetiled, 
that the obſerving of winde and clouds, ſhall hinder both ſowitig 
and reaping. Andinthe\mneqp time , the Prelates and theit Fa&i- 
on may ſtep'in and inveſt themſclves1of thelt old-tyrannie over 
our conſciences;who if they once fhall ſee us poſſefſed of our owt 
Inheritance, thoſe Canaarites dare not offer to thruſt us out; By 
all appearance; "if the Jeſyites hdd ahy hope to finde welcome a- 
mongſt us,they had provided us fully ere rid with their poyſoii- 
ed plants. Our hearrs abhorre the checking or ſuſpeRing of yoiif 
proceedings,yeit is lawfullto'learn-ſometimie from'Gur eticmit: 
Bur in this you have begujibefote, tot. only.to do, but alſoto be 
forward a'year ago, and thereby have ingaged yout ſelves to pet= 
fe your own beginnings, and hes us our of Gur orphaii condi- 
tion. Wears fallen in yout lap, this ruine muſt be undef you 
hand ; you cannot pretend want of bread .or cloathin 5, you muſt 
be healers: We havechoſen you Curators. to your Tate youtii 
ſiſter that wants breaſts ; there is none in.carth to take her out 0 
your hand,for we will not,norcannor hide.it from your Honouts 
and Wiſedomes,that we want bread,and muſt not only.as before; 
have a bir for. our preſent need, but alſo ſecd to ſow the Land, = 
| Ttis therefore our humble and carneſt defire , that you, woul 
yetagain look on our former Petition, and your own obligatorit 
AR,and at leaſt declare your conſent, that a-competent numbet 
of our own Miniſters may bz looſed to ſertle. here , and break 
bread to the children thar lye ring at. the head of all. ſtreets 3 
which although it may be accounted bur. a reſtoring of what ws 
loſt,and you have found, yer we ſhall eſteem it as the* moſt pteciz 
ous gift that earth can affoord, When th&y are ſo looſed,; ; they 
finde not all thifgs concurring to clear Gods calling , it will be it 
their hand to forbeai and youher reſtified your bountie. But.oR 
forthe Lords ſake, do not kill. our dying ſouls, by deiiying thels 
our neceſſir 'defires. There are about twelve or fourteen walts. 
congregations 0nthis neareſt coalt,let us have at leaſt acompetei; 


atnber that widy erc& Chriſts throne of cipline, and may belp 
"3h | 9 


The Generall Aſſembly. 1643; 8+ 
to bring in others , and then ſhall we ſing , thaz the people who 
were left of the ſword, have found grace in the wildernefle. We 
have ſent theſe our brethren,Sir Robert Adair of Kinhilt Knight; 
and William cMackenna of Belfaſt wierchync,/to attend an anſwer 
from you,who have attained that happinefſe to be leriders and not 
borrowers,and to prefent the heatrie longirig affections of 


Your mo ebliged and mare expedting 
ir and tude " 


» F = 


— 


eAtts for ſubſcribing the (Covenant. 

Generall Aſſembly.confidering the good and pious 
advice oftheCommiſſioners ofthe aft Aﬀſeribly,upon 
S the 22.of September 1642. poſt mividien,, reconimen- 
ding to Presbyteries , to have Copiesofthe Covenant 
eo be ſubſcribed by every Miniſter at his admiſſion ; doth there- 
fore ratifie and approve the famine. Arid further ordaines -, tha 
the Coveriant be reprinted , with this Ordinance prefixed there- 
to, and that every Synod, Presbyrerie, and P4roch; have one of 
them bound in quarts, with ſome blank paper, whereupon-every 
perſon may be obliged to ſubſcribe: And that the Covenants of 


the Synod and Presbyterie be keeped by rheir Moderatours re- 
ſpecriv®, of Univerſities by their, Principalls / of Pardches by 
cheir Minifters,with all carefulneſſe. And that particulargeccount 
of obediterice to this AR, be required hereafter th all vifications of 
Paroches, Univerſities,and Presbyteries,and in all trialls of Pres- 
byreties and Synod books: | * 


He Generall Aſſembly confidering that the At vfthe Af 
ſembly ar Edinburgh 1639.Augutt 30. informing alt 'per« 
ſons to ſubſcribe the-Coyenant, under all Ecclefiatticalt cenſure, 
hath not been obeyed : Therefore ordaines all Miniſters to make 
antimation ofthe ſrid A& in their Kirks, and thereafter toprocced 


with the cenſures of the Kirk againſt ſuch as ſhall retuſe to ſub- 
{cribe the Covenant; And that exa@ account be taken of every 
Miniſters diligence hereintill by their Presbyteries and Synods; 
a>they willaaſwer to the Generall Aſſembly. 


Seſl. VII, 


The General eA 'ſſembly, 1643» 
Sel. VI I. Angſt 9; 16443, 
eAt for fearthing books tendinp 


to Separation. 


PADOS He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the tecoiti- 
SFSDLD mendation of the Commiſſioners of the late Al: 
> SP ſembly at S. Andrews upon the 12. of May laſt, 

to oy Miniſter within their ſeverall baunds; 
d e388 eſpecially to Miniſters upon the coaſts, vr where 
I92>2 there is Harboutie and Ports, totry-and fearch 
r all books tending to Separation : And finding the ſame moſt 


0 
neceſſar, do therefore ordain that recommendation to have the 
ſtrength of an ordinary A of Aſſembly : And that every Mini- 
ſter be carefull ro'try and ſearch ifany ſuch books be hfrought to 


this Countrey from beyond ſeas,and if any ſhall be foltnd;to pre- 
ſent the ſamine to Presbyteries, that ſome courſe mayberaken to . 
hinder the diſperſing thereof : And earneſtly.recommetid £0 tht 
Civill Magiſtrates,to concurre with their authoritic in all: things; 
for effeuall execution hereof. SW 


Approbation of the proceed "gr of the ( ommiſ= 
froners of the laſt Aſſembly. 
Me He Generall Aſſembly having heard the repoit 


f p j HH 
Þ ON 


2226 of the Committee appointed to conſider the 
2M proceedings of the Commiſſioners of the late 
* Aſlembly ar S. Andrews, after mature delibe- 

Toa ration, and ſerious conſideration thereof, findes 

62 CA the whole As, Conclulions and Proceedings 

of the ſaids Commiſſioners, contained in a Book and Regiſter, 

ſubſcribed by Maſter Andrew Ker theirClerk,and by Maſter David 

Lindſay Moderatour , and Maſter Fames Hamilton Clerk to the 

ſaid Committe, to declare much wiſedome,diligence, vipilange, 

and every way commendable zeal and fidelitie in doing ahd dil- 

charging every thing according to their Commiſion; - '' © + * 


; 'S6ff. vitt.” 


o 
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Seſl. VIII. Augaft 10. 1643... 


Propoſitions given by the Commiſtoners of the 
Parliament of Enpland to a Committee; 
to be preſented by them to 
the Aſſembly. 


E the Commiſsioners appointed by both Houſes of 
p| the Parliament of England , defite your Lordſhips, 


(8) W220 and the reſt of this reverend Commitree,ro repreſent 


bp Jas 4 
"NC v 


7% to the reverend the General Aſſembly otrhe Church 


of Scotland, that we are commanded, "_ 

To ackriowledge with all thankfulneſfe ro' God, their zeal for 
purging and reforming Religion , and care not only co prevent 
the grouth, bur utterly to extirpare the Reliques of Popery: And 
alſo the great bleſsing of Almighty God upon their ſo conſtant 
gnd fairhtull endeavours , thus far eſtabliſhing them. in truth and 

ace,together with their labourof love, to procure the like hap- 
pineſſe to our Charch and Nation, 

To give them an account of their earneſt defite and endeavour 
to ſee the ſame Work promoted and perfe&ted among our ſelves; 
which though it hathbeen oppoſed and retarded by the induſtri- 


- Outs malice of the Popiſh, Prelaticall, -and malignant partie ; yer 


through Gods goodnefle it hathfo far prevailed , as to produce 
the removeall of the > Sh Commaiſsion, the making void the co- 
ercive power of the Prelates and their Courts, The ejeion ofthe 
Biſhops from the Houſe of Peers , The turning out of many ſcan- 
dalous Miniſters ; Beſides that they have paſſed and preſented ro 
his Majeſtic diverſe Bills,v/7, For the ſuppreſsing of Innovations, 
For the more ſtri obſervation of the Lords Day, Againſt Plura- 
lities and non-refidencie ; Forthe puniſhment of the ſcandalous 
Clergic , For the abolition of Epiſcopacie , and the calling an 
Aſſembly : The true Copies of which , we herewithall detiver. 
W hich Bills,through the under-mining of the Papiſts , Prelates, 
and their party (the conſtant enemies of Reformation ) have not 
yet obtained his Majeſties Royall affent. And yet conſidering 
the urgent neceſsity of purging and ſerrling the Church ( as hath 
been often preſſed and preſented to the Parliament of Englarid-by 
pious and frequent exhortations and Declarations front that re- 
verent Aſſembly) they have been conſtrained by an Ordinance 
of both Houſes,to call an Aſſembly of Divines, and others , now 
fitting , to conſider and prepare what may conduce thereunto;z 
which by the aſsiftance of ſome godly-and learned Divines ſens 


from this Nation (as is earneſtly defired } we hope may through 
And 


the bleſsing of God,bring itta perfeions 97 


"2 


8 T he Generall Afſembly, 1643. 

And yet notwithſtanding to let them know that by reaſon of 
the prevailing of the Papiſts, Prelaticall Fation,and other malig- 
nant enemiesto this fo much defired Reformation , (all of them 
being now in arms againſt the 'Parlament ) theſe hopefull be- 

i are likely,nor-onely to be rendred ineffeQuall, but all the 
| evils, ſi itions, and corruptions ( which for the pre- 
ſent, through the bleſsing of God, are in a good meaſure remo-» 
ved) to be re-introduced by ay, hand ;'which if once they 
ſhould take root again im the Church and Kingdome of 
England, will quickly ſpread their venome and infeRion into the 
neighbour Church and Kingdome of Scotland; the quarrel! of the 
enemies of this Work being not ſo much againſt the perſons of 
men , asthe power of Gadlineſſe , and purity of Gods worſhip, 
whereſoever it is profeſſed, Both Houſes do therefore de- 
ſire that reverent Aſſembly to lay ſeriouſly to heart the ſtate and 
condition of their ſiſter Church and Kingdome , and not on- 
ly by their prayers to aſiſt in theſe ſtraits, bur alſo by ſuch ſea- 
fonable effeQuall means asto them ſball ſeem meet,to turther 
_ the preſent aid and afſAiſtance demanded by both 

es, 

And laſtly to tnake known unto them, that we are deſigned and 
ſent by both Houſes of Parliament , tothe Generall Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, to propound to them, and conſult with 
them concerning ſuch things as may conduce to aur own Refor- 
mation, and qur ſo much defired conjuntion with this Church, 
which they have more fully expreſſed in a Declaration of their 
own, which herewithall we preſear. 


Angsft 10. 1643+ 
William Bond, 
Secr.Commil. 


eA Declaration of the Lords and (ommons in 
' the Parliament of England, to the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland. 


TR He Lords and Commons iti Parliament gcknow- 
' *J Cogn humble thankfulneſſe to Almighty 
4G 


* 
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of Church diſcipline and Goverment in this Kinedoffieand the 
- more acar union of both 'Chnrehes,' doexratftly: defire that reve- 
rend Aſſembly to take notice,that the two Houſes of Patliatnehe 
fully concurring with them in theſe pious Intentions , for the 
better acecompliſhment thereof, have called a1 "Aﬀembly of di- 
verſe godly and learned Divines , and ethers ofthis Kingdome, 
untothe City of Weſtminſtet,who are now fitting and conſulting 
about theſe matters. And likewiſe have nominated and appoin- 
red Fohn Earle of Ruthland , Sir Witham #4raine Batohers Sir 
Henry Vane the younger, Knight, 7 homes Hatcher, and Henry Dar- 
ley Elquires, Commuttees and Commilſsioners of both-Houſes,ro 
the Kingdome and States of Scotland, who beſide their Inſtruci- 
ons 1n matters concerning the Peace and Commonweal of both 
Kingdomes , have received Directions to reſort to the Generall 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , and propound and conſulr 
with them, or any Commilſsioners deputed by them, in all occafi- 
ons which may further the ſo much deſired Reformation in Ec- 
clefiaſticall marters in this Church and Kingdome , and a nearer 
conjunction betwixt both Churches. In performance whereof, 
Maſter Stephen Marſhall, and Maſter Philip Nye, Miniſters of Gods 
Word , and men of approved fairhtulnheſfle and abilities in their 
Fun&ion, both Members of this Aſſembly of Divines here con- 
gregared, and fitting, art appointed to alsilt and adviſe the Kathe 
Committee in ſuch rhirigs as fhall concerne this Charch. And 
the two Houſes do hereby recommend the Cornfnittees und Di- 
vines afore-mentioned, to the reverend Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scotland, to be by them received with fayout , and credired 
in thoſe things, which they, or any three, or more of then ſhall 
propound to them. 

Iris likewiſe defired , that that reverend Aſſembly will accot- 
ding to their former promiſe and reſolution,ſtnd ro the Aﬀlembly 
here,ſuch number of godly and learned Divines , asin their wile- 
dome they think moſt expedient for the furtherance of this work, 
which ſo much concernes the honour of God, the proſperity and 
peace of the rwo Churches of England and Scotland ; atid which 
muſt needs have a great influence in procuring a more ſafe and 
proſperous condition to other reformed Churches abroad. And 
that their endeavours may be more effeuall, the two Houſes do 
make this requeſt to them, with their authority;advice at1d exhoe- 
cation, ſo far as belongs to them , to ſtir up that Nation to ſtnd 
ſome competent Forces in aid of this Parliament and Kingdorme, 
againſt the many Armies of the Popiſh and Prelaticall party, and 
their adherents, now in artns for the ruine ahd deſtrytion of the 
reformed Religion,andall the Profeſſours thereof, In all which 
they ſhall dothat which will be pleaſing to God, whoſe cave ir 
15,and likewiſe ſafe and advantageous ro their own Church afid 
Kingdome , who cannot ſecurely enjoy the great bleſsings 
ot Religion , peace., and Libertie in that Kingdome , it 
B 2 this 
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this* Church and Kingdome , by the prevailing . vio- 
lence of that partie , ſhall bee brought to ruine and de- 
ſtruction. 


Fo. Browne Cleric. Henr: Eljnge Cler. 
Parliamentorum. Parl. D. Com. 


eA Letter from ſome Brethren f the Mint- 
fterie in the Kirk of England, 
to the Aſſembly. 


| Reverend and beloved, 


$ He experience which we have had of your for- 
L wardneſle in receiving , and faithfulneſſe in 
>>4 weighing our former addreſſes, hath given us a- 
; > _ encou m_ ro _ hol _ -= 

PS preſent opportunitic of breathing out ſomethin 
SAS of our mmanbiciiyour ws and our —_ 
ſity, command us to repreſent to your conſideration and compaſ- 
fion. Much we know we may commit to the wiſedome and fde- 
lity of our Brethren theſe meſſengers, ro impart unto you con- 
. cerning our miſerable condition , and unto them ſhall leave the 
moſt. Your own Nationall, but ſpecially Chriſtian intereſt, will 
not permit youto hide your eyes from the bleeding condition of 
your poor diſtreſſed Brethren in England, ſhould neitherLetters, 
nor Meſſengers be ſent unto you ; But Meſſengers coming , we 
ſhould at once negle& our WW ſhould we not thus a little eaſe 
our burdened hearts,by pouring them out into your boſomes,and 
ſeem ungratefull ro you, of whoſe readineſle to ſuffer with us, and 
. do for us,we have had ſo great and ample teſtimonies. 

Surely ifever a poor Nation were upon the edge of a moſt de- 
ſperate precipice , if evera poor Church were ready to be ſwal- 
lowed up by Satan and his Inſtruments , we are that Nation , we 
are that Church. And in both reſpe&s by ſo much the more mi- 
ſerable , by how much,we expected not a Preſervation onely, but 
an augmentation alſo , of happineſle in the one , and glory inthe 
other. We looked for Peace, but no good came, and fora time 
of healing,and behold trouble ! Our G O D who in his former 
Judgements was a moth and rotteneſle ( and: yer had of late bes 
gun to ſend us health and cure ) is now turned into a Lion to us: 
and threatens to rend the very cawle of our hearts : from above 
he hath ſent a fire into our bones , and it prevails againſt us ; from 
our own bowels he hath called forth , and ſtrengthened an adver- 
farie againſt us, a generation of brutiſh helliſh men , the rod of his 


anger, and the ſtaffof his indignation , under whole _ _ 
| ecd, 
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bleed; and if preſent mercy ſtepnot in , we .die. Righteous art 
thou, O LORD, and juſt are all thy Fudzements | But O the more 
then barbarous carriages of our enemies , where ever G O D 
givesany of his hidden ones up into their hands , we need riot ex- 

reſſe it unto you, who knows the inveterate and deadly malice 
of the Antichriſtian faction againſt the members of our Lord 
Jeſus. And it is well we need notexpreſle it unto you , forin 
truth we cannot. Your own thoughts may tell you berterthen 
any words of ours , what the mercie of Papiſts is , toward the 
Miniſters and ſervants of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, But the Lord 
knows we are not troubled ſo much with their rage againſt us , or 
our own miſeries and dangers ; but that which breaks our hearts 
is,the danger we behold the Proteſtant Religion , and allthe re- 
formed Churches in atthis time , through that roo great and for- 
midable ſtrength the Popiſh faction is now arrived at. - If our 
.G OD will lay our bodies as the ground , and as the ſtreet un- 
der their foot , and poure out our bloud as duſt before their fury, 
the wil oftheLord be done;might our bloud be a ſacrifice to ran- 
ſome the reſt of the ſaints or Church of Chriſt from Antichriſti- 
an fury,we wouldoffer it up _ this ſervice gladly.But we know 
their rage is inſatiable,and wil not be quenched with our blouds, 
immortall,and will not die with us, armed againſt us not as men, 
but as Chriſtians, but as Proteſtants, but as men deſiring toreform 
our ſelves,and to draw our ſelves and others yet nearer unto God : 
Andift God gave us up to be devoured by this rage , it will 
rakethe more ſtrength and courage ( at leaſt ) ro attempt the like 
againſt all the Proteſtant and reformed Churches. Ina deeper 
{enſe of this extream danger , threatning us and you , and all the 
Churches,then wecan expreſſe , we have madethis addrefſe unto 
you, in the bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , humbly imploring 
your moſt fervent Prayers to the: G O D that hears Prayers ; 
who (- ſhould we judge by providences) ſeems to be angry with 
our Prayers ( though we truſt he doth bur ſeem ſo, though 
be kill us , yet will we truſt in him : ) Oh, give us thebrotherly 
aide of your re-inforced tears and prayers , that the bleflings of 
truth and peace which our prayers alone have not obtained, 
yours conjoyned , may. And give us reverend and much ho- 
noured in our Lord your advices , what remains for us furtherto 
doe , forthe making of our own and the Kingdomes peace with 
G O D. We have lien inthe duſt before him ; we have poured 
our hearts in humiliation to him , we havein fincerity , endea- 
vouredto reform our ſelves , and no lefle ſincerely deſired , ſtudi- 
ed, laboured the publick Reformation ; Nevertheleſſe the Lord 
bath nor yet turned himſelf from the fierceneſle ofhis anger. And 
be pleaſed roadviſe us furrher , what may be the happieſt courſe 
for the uniting of the Proteſtant partie more firmly ? that we 
mayall ſerve G O D with one conſent,and ſtand up againſt An- 
tichriſt as oge man , that our G O D who now hides himſelf 
from 
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from his people may retairn unto us, delightin us, ſcatter and ſub- 
due his and our enemies,and cauſe his face to ſhine upon us. The 
Lord proſper you and preſerve us{o , that the great work of theſe 
latter ages may be finiſhed ro his honour, and our own andthe 
Churches happiaeſſe through Chniſt Jeſus. 


Sabſcribed by wery many hands. 


Sefl. I X. Auguſt 11. 1643; 


AT apainſt Burialls and hingng of 
Honours , &c. in Kirks. : 


d #22 PER He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the great a- 
/ o#\| Þ buſe of burying within Kirks, wherein GODS 
1.0 lick: worſhip is exerciſed , notwithſtand- 

AQ ing diverſe Ads of this Kirk , prohibiting rhe 
ſame. And that through toleration thereof , 
> A PÞ>2282 other abuſes in hinging of Penſils and Brods,ath- 
xing of: Honours and Arms, and ſuch like ſcandalous Monuments 
in the Kirk , hath crept in. Therefore for remedy hereot,do here- 
by ratifie and approve the former Ads and Conftirutions made 
againſt burials in Kicks. And inhibires and diſcharges all perſons 
of whatſoever qualitie, to bury any deceaſed perion within the 
body ofthe Kirk, where the people meet for hearing of the Word, 
and adminiſtration of the Sacraments. And als inhibites ther ro 
hing Penfils or Brods,to affixe Honours or Arms,or to make any 
{uch like Monuments, to the honour or remembrance of any de- 
ceaſed perſon upon walls, or other places within the Kirk, where 
the publick worſhip of God is exerciſed, as [aid is. 


INI, 


Sefl. X. eAuguſt 12. 1643. 


eA anent repoſution of «M iniſters, depoſed 
by Superiour Fudicatories. 


Wet He Generall Aſſembly confidering that ſentences of 
& 78 Superiour Judicatories of the Kirk ſhould ſtand effe- 
—__—C 


 tuall, while they be taken away by themſelves , and 

Fe that they ſhould not be made void and ineffectuall by 
Inferiour Judicatories : Therefore diſcharges all Provinciall Af- 
ſemblies.to repone any Miniſter depoſed by the Generall Aﬀem- 
bly. And all Presbyreries to repone any Miniſters depoſed cher 
: y 


-UMI 


UNI 
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by Generall or Provincial Aſſemblies; And declares and ordains, 
that all ſuch ſentences of' repefition by theſe Inferiour Judicaro- 
ey «7 mg wary ws in themſelves; And that the ſentences 
ot depotition by the Superiour Judicatories reſpe/Ziv? 

valid and effeQuall norm ng thereof, —_— 


Sell, XI. eſuguſt 14. 1643. 


Aﬀt againſt Maſters who have Servants 
that prophane the Lords day. 


8X He General Aſſembly declares,that the As made againſt 
© v £ Salmond fiſhing upon the Sabbath, or againſt any othet 
; labour upon the Lords day , to be not only againſt ſer- 
vants Who actually work : But alſo that the ſamine ſhould be ex- 
tended againſt maſters,whoſe hired ſervants they are: 


[ 43. 


>. 


M———— 


Seſl. XII eAupuſt 15. 1643. 


et for preparing the Direftorie for 
the kr of God. 


He Aſſembly conſidering how convenient it is, 
> that all the Miniſters of the particular Kirks 
pd within this Kingdome , in their adminiſtration, 
| keep unity and uniformity in the ſubſtance and 
JI FASL right ordering of all the gue of the-publick 
SSP worſhip of God, and that all the particular Kirks 
by the ſame unity and uniformity , teſtifie their unanimous con- 
ſent againſt all ſchiſme and diviſion , unto which theſe times, 
through the m—_—_— of Satan and his inſttuments , againſt the 
propagation of the Goſpel of peace are ſo inclineable : Doth or- 
dain,that a DireRorie for divine worſhip, with all convenient di- 
ligence be framed and made ready in all the parrs thereof, againſt 
the next Generall Aſfembly,to be heldin the year 1644. And for 
this end that ſuch as ſhall be nominate by this Aſſembly,ſhall im- 
mediarly after the riſing of the Aſſembly, ſet thernſelves apart (ſo 
faras may be) from their particular cal , *nd with all dili- 
oy and ſpeed, go about this ſo publick,fo pious, and ſo profita- 
ble a work. And when they have brought their endeavours and 
labours about this Dire&orie to an end , that it be put into the 
hands ofthe Commiſſioners of the Generall Aﬀembly,co be revi- 
ſed,and thereafter by them ſent in ſeyerall Copies to all the p_ 
tular Synods ro be held in April and May, that the famine 
, Teporre 


* 


14. The Generall Aſſembly 164; 
reporred with their conſent,or with their obſervations, notes, aid 


animadverſions rothe Generall Aſſembly , ir may in end , after 
their full rriall and approbarion;by order andauthority from thera 


'be received, and-pradtifed by all che Miniſters and particular 


Kirks.- And for preſerving of peace and brotherly unity , in the 
mean while , till rhe DireQorie by univerſall conſent of the 
whole Kirk be framed, finiſhed,and concluded , The Aſſembly 
forbidderh ufider the.pain of rhe cenſurts of the Kuk, all diſputa« 
tion by word or writing,in private orpublick, about different = 
Rices in ſuch things , as have not been formerly determine by 
this Kirk , And all condemning one of another in ſuch lawfull 
things as have been univerſally received , and by perpetuall cu- 
ſtome practiſed by the moſt taithfull Miniſters of the Goſpel], 
and oppoſers of corruptions in this Kirk , ſince the firſt beginnin 
of Reformation to theſe times.” And doth exhort and comman 
that all endeavour to keep the unity ofthe ſpirit , in the bond of 
peace , that all beginnings of Separation , all ſcandall and divi- 
ſion , be by all means avoided ; And that againſt envying , and 
ſtrife, and faftion , andglorying in men , everyone go before 
another in the duties of love , and ſo fulfill the Law of Chriſt: 
That continuing in one ſpirit and one minde , and fighting to» 
getherthrough the faith of the Goſpel] , we may mutually aide, 
ſtrengthen and comfort, one' another in all Paſtorall- and Chri- 
ſtian employments , better refiſt the common adverſaries , edifie 
one anotherin the knowledge and fear of God , and the more ac» 
ceptably , and with the greater bleſſing ſerve the Lord who hath 
done fo great things for us. | 


Propoſitions from the Engliſh ( ommiſcioners 
preſented this day to the Aſſembly. 


| Ethe Commiſſioners appointed by both Houſts 
2>@ of the Parliament of England , being comman= 
2 ded by them {( as we have already declared ) ts 
2>& delire the reverend Aſſembly of Scotland , ſeri- 
NY riouſly to lay to heartthe preſent Eſtate of thei 
GEAISRIED Siſter Church and Kingdome of England , an 
nor onely to afliſt with their Prayers in their ſtraits , bur alſo by 
ſuch reaſonable and effetuall means as to thernſelves ſhall-ſcem 
meetto further and expedite the aſſiſtance now deſired by both 
Houſes from the Kingdome of Scotland , and a tnore tri union! 
with them , Have thought fitin Purſuance of the commands te= 
ceived from both Houles of Parliament , to.communicate tothis 
Aſſembly the paper which to this putpoſe we have lately delive= 
red to the Honourable Convention of Eſtates, in'this Kingdome, 
thar.ſo this reverend Aſſembly might be the better etabled , to 


Ap" 
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contribute their beſt aſſiſtafice toward the furthering and expedi- 
ting of the lame. Wherein we aſfure our ſelves of their ready 
and willing affetions 2conlidging the great ſervice they may do 
to God, and the great honout may redound to themſelves in be- 
comingrthe Inſtruments of a glorious Reformation , not onely 
through this Iland , but from thence poſſibly to be ſpread to 0- 
ther Churches now oppreſſed under the Antichriſtian bondage, 
and tyrannie of the Popiſh and prelaticall Faftion. We will not 
fay there lies any obligation upon this Church and KinFdome, to 
comply with the defires of the two Houſes of Parliament ; 
though we might call ro minde that God by the hand of the 
Church and Kingdome of England , did once reach torth aſſi- 
ſtance and aid unto this Nation , and hath fince uſed them as a 
help to that bleſſed Reformation it now enjoyes. And who 
knoweth whether the wiſe providence of God hath nor ſuffered 
this Church and Kingdome to be tempted thereby,ro make them 
the more ſenſible of the preſent miſeries of their brethren , and 
likewiſe given them a good iſſue , with the tentarion ; that 
they might be made a means of our deliverance ? We ſhall not 
need to offer any grounds of prudence to invite them hereunto, 
who have already prevented us in the acknowledgement of what 
might be ſaid of that kinde in the advice preſented by the Com- 
miſſioners ofthe Generall Afſembly , July 6. 1643, unto the 
Convention of Eſtates , expreſling as one remedie of the preſent 
dangers of this Church and Kingdome , their earneſt defire of 
renewing the league andaſſociation with England,for the defence 
of Religion againſt the common enemie , and of further extend- 
ing the ſame againſt Prelacie, and Popiſh Ceremonies , for Uni- ' 
formity inexternall worſhipand Church-government. And we 
hope thar the ſame God who hath puttheſe deſires into the hearts 
of foth Kingdomes , will mwakeuſe of this preſent opportunity 
to knit them both to himſelt , and each other in a moſt ſtrict and 
durable Union , and thereby the more firmly to eſtabliſhrruth 
and peace in both Nations. Howſoever this which we have 
done in diſcharge of our duty, will affoord the comfort of a good 
conſcience in ourgreateſt diſtreſſes , and give us ground to expe 
deliverance ſome way or other from the manitold wiſedome and 
power of God , whothough men and means fail , will not caſt 
off his people,nor forſake his inheritance. We have onely this 
to adde further , that we are commanded by both Houſes to let 
this reverend Aſſembly know that it is their earneſt defire , that 
what other Propoſitions may be thought fit to be added and con- 
cluded by this Aſſembly , whereby the aſſiſtance and Union be- 
twixt the two Nations , may be made more beneficiall and effe- 
Quall for the ſecuring of Religion and Liberrie ſhould be offered 
to us, and taken to out ſpeedy conſideration. 


Auguſt 15. 1643+ irilliam Bond, Secr. Com. 
C The 
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T he Paper before-mentioned , delivered 
Auguſt 12. to the Convention and 


this day to the eA, ſembly. 


Wn ZE the Commiſhoners appointed by both Houſes 
PW Of the Parliament of England, are by our inſtru- 
>@2- tions commanded to put their brethren of Scot - 
£68) landin minde , that thePopiſh and prelaricall 
Sor, Faction that began with them , abour the year 
PR ARA 1638. and 1639. and then intended to make way 
to the ruine of the Kingdome of England by theirs , have not &« 
bated any part of their malice toward the Nation and Church of 
Scotland , nor are at all departed from their deſigne of corrupting 
and altering Religion through the whole Iland , though they 
haveinverted the manner of their proceeding , conceiving now 
that they have an eaſier way to deſtroy them , if they may firſt 
prevail over the Parliament and Kingdome of England. In 
which reſped it is the defire of both Houles , that thetwo Nati- 
ons may be ſtrictly united , for their mutvall detence againſt the 
Papiſts and prelaticall Fa&tion , and their adherents in both King- 
domes ,: and not to lay down arms till thoſe their implacable e- 
nemies ſhall be diſ-armed , and ſubjected to the authority and ju» 
ſtice of Parliament in both Kingdomes reſpectively. And as an 
effetuall mean hereunto , they defire their brethrenof Scorland 
_ to raiſe a conſiderable force of Horſe and Foot , for their aide 
and aſſiſtance, to be forthwith ſent againſt the Papiſts,prelaricall 
Faftion , and malignants now in arms in the Kingdome of 
England. 

And for the better encouragement of the Kingdome of Scot- 
landto this neceſlary and ſo much defired Union , we are by both 
Houſes of Parliament authorigggd to aflnre their brethren , that it 
they ſhall be annoyed or —_— by any Force or Army , ei- 
ther from England or any other place , the Lords and Com- 
mons of England will aſſiſt them with a proportionable ſtrengrh 
of Horſe and Foot , to what their brethren ſhall now aftoord 
them to be ſent into Scotland for the detence of that Kingdome, 
And they will maintain a you of Ships at their own charge 
upon the coaſt of Scotland for the ſecuring of that Kingdome, 
from the invaſion of Iriſh Rebells or other enemies , during ſuch 
time 2s the Scotiſh Army ſhall be employed in the defence of the 
Kingdome ot England. - And to the end thar nothing might be 
wanting inthe Parliament and Kingdome of England to faciltate 
this work ( wherein the true reformed Religion , not onely in 
theſetwo Kingdomes , but throughout all Europe is ſo highly 
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concerned ; Weare farther authorized to confider with their bre- 
thren the Eſtates and Kingdome of Scotland, of what other Ar- 
ticles or propoſitions are fit to be added and concluded , whereby 
this aſsiſtance and Union betwixt the two Nations, may be made 
more beneficiall and effectuall forthe: ſecurity of Religion and 
Libertie in both Kingdomes. | 

All which being taken into the ſerious and Chriſtian confide- 
ration of the right honourable the Lords and others of the Con- 
yention of the Eſtates of Scotland ,- we hope there will not need 
many arguments to per{ſwade and excite them to: give: theircon- 
ſent, andthar with all convenient ſpeed, to thele delires of :both 
houſes of the Parliament of England,ſeeingnow they have (9 fully 
declared , as by what they have done already *, ſo by whatthe 
are yet defirous to do , that the true ſtate of this cauſe and quarrell 
is Religion , in the Reformation whereot they are , and have been 
ſo forward and zealous , as that there is not any thing expreſſed 
unto them by their brethren of Scotland , in their former or lat- 
ter Declarations , which they have not ſeriouſly taken to heart, 
and ſeriouſly endeavouredto effet , (notwithſtanding the ſubtle 
malicious and induſtrious oppoſitions ,) that fo the two King- 
domes might be brought- into-4near*conjunRton n'dne forntof 
Charch-government, oge'direorie of worſhip,one Carcchiſme, 
&c, and the foundation laid of the ugter extirpation of Popery 
and prelacie out of both Kingdomes.\\The moſt ready and effe- 
&uall means whereunto, Is now conceived to be, that both Narti- 


Y: » 


ons enter into a ſtrict Union and league, according tothe deſires 
of the two Houſes of Parliament, -" 577 i 7 oh 4 S 

Andto induce the petſwaſion ofthis (it there wet&capſe } we 
might obſerve, that, .in the many: Declarations made by 


nerall Aſſembly or Staresof Scorland,-ro their: ea of Eng 
n the 


land, there have been ſundry expie{ions; -manite: 8 

neceſsitic thar both Kingdomes fortheſecuririe of their Religion 
and Liberties,ſhould joyn in this ſtri&Unionagainſrhie Papilts, 
Prelats, and their adherents :: As ulfointheetideavour of aficar 
conjun&ion betweenthe Churchesof both Nations;''The appre- 
henſion and foreſight of which', hartreaufed che Popiſhand Pre> 
laticall Fadion in forreigne parts-as well asin his-Majefties Dot 
minions, ſtritly and powerfully -ro- combine 'thernſeIves*10! rhe 
hinderance of this ſo neceſſary Work, and the univerſall ſuppreſ- 
ſion of the true Pan Religion in Europe: A courſe not much 


different from that which they took in the year 1585. when the 


wiſedome and zeal of this Nation to-counter-myne-fo-wicked-2 
conſpiracie,and from thedue ſenſe of the mutuall intereſt of theſe 
two Kingdomes in Religion and Libertie,found a neceſsity of en- 
ring into a league ofthis nature,as well conſidering, that thereby 
no leſle ſafertie might be expected to both Nations , then danger 
by forbeafing the ſame. And though we doubtnot bur in ſo neceſ- 
ſary and ſo good a Work, — 


ficulties may ariſe to interrupt 
C 2 and 


- 
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and retard the ſame ; yet we are as confident, that the heartie and 
brotherly affe&ion of this Nation to the Parliament and King- 
dome 0 England, will eafily break through them ; and the ra- 
ther becauſe in the like caſes of difficultie and danger , not only at 
the time of the league above-mentioned, but before, and likewiſe 
{ince,when any opportunity hath offered ir ſelf particularly , du- 
ring the ſitting of this preſent Parliament, the Kingdome of Eng» 
land hath been very forward and ready to lay to heart the dangers 
' of the Kingdome of Scotland as their own , and to decline no 
means within the reach of their power for the redreſle or preven- 
tion of the ſame. 


Auenſt 12. 1643, | 
| William Bond Secr, Com. 


Dat Pry IPTIY -_ 


Se XI1L efaruſt 16: 1643 


( it OL, ci 
©N% He Aſſembly conſidering the lamemable condi- 
»y tion of the people in the Highlands, where there 
are many that gets not the benefite of the Word, 
in reſpe&there are very few Preachers that can 
the Irifhi language ; Do for remeid thereof 
Ir gone =_ oung —_ _ have the 
rith tongue , be trained up at olladges in erters, eſpecially in 
Naka ways 1; And oth effedt recommend to Pres- 
yteries and Univerſitiesto preferre any full Students rhar 
have the language aforeſaid, to Burſaries o_ they by their ſtu- 
dies in procefle of time attaining to knowledge,and being enabled 
for the Miniſterie , may be ſent forth tor preaching the Goſpel in 
theſe Highland parrs,as occaſions ſhall require. 


P 
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Seſſ. XIV. Auguſt 17. 1643: 


The Letter from the eAſembly of Drvines in 
the Kingdome of Enpland, 


Tothe right reverend the General Aſſembly 
of the Chnrch of Scotland. 


Rizht reverend and dearly beloved in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


E the Aﬀembly of Divines and others,called and 
now fitting by authority of both Houſes of Par- 
WM lizment, to be conſulted by them in matrers of 
> Religion , have received from the honourable 
® Houſe of Commons, a ſpeciall order (dated the 
RRP 3. of this inſtanr _ ) recommending it to 
us to write a Letter to the Generall Aſſembly of the Church of 
Scotland,taking notice of the pious and good expeditions to this 
Church and State,certified inthe late Anſwer of the Commilsio- 
ners of the Generall Aſſtmbly of the Kirk of Scotland, from their 
meeting at Edinburgh the 17.0f July 1643. And futther to de- 
ſire them to poſleſſe the people of that Kingdome with our-con- 
dition , andto encouragethem to oitt aſsiftance in this cauſe of 
Religion. And having with thar ordet received and tead the ſaid 
Anſwer direfted tothe honourable Houſes of rhe Parliament of 
England, we cannot ſufficiently expreſle great content and comm» 
fort, unto which it hath raiſed us in the midſt of the fad and cala- 
mitous condition under which we lie, , £7 

Ic is no ſmall refreſhing; ro'our tnowning ſpirits to finde , that 
yet our God hath not left us wholly! cotifortleſſe \, 'nor caſt us {5 
far out of his ſight , as having made'us ſick with ſmiting , that 
ſhould be verified of us , Lover 4nd friend haſt thou put {© from ui 
and that no man ſhould turn afide to ask how we do : but that we 
finde ſo many of the Churches of Chriſtzand aboye them all, our 
deareſt Brethren of Scotland , ſo far to take to heart ourextremi- 
ries, as to ſit in the duſt-with-us, and {5x0 look nfion' rr adyerfi- 
ties, as being themſelves alſo in the body. 221 . 

And as we cannot render thanks fufficknt utro oor God for re- 
membring ſuch mercie'in; the midſt of ſdrmich wrth fo we cr 
brace with all chearfulnefſe "this opportinite of thattk full acz 
knowledgement of thegreat debr rloyedortt continit- 
ally lay upon, not us atonegbut upon this whole Kihgdortie,m the 
free and tull expreſhons of your care, piety and zett;, and of like 
affetions of that whole-Nation , to ai and concntre with the 
Parliament here, b REC EOREIIENNE 200 Rag of 
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Religion in godly unity and uniformitie throughout all his Mi- 
jeſties Domynions, againſt all the defignes, power and malice of 
bloudie Papiſts,and the Prelaticall Fation, with all their malig- 
nant adherents,the common enemies of Reformation, truth and 


ce. 
We are likewiſe much ingadged to the great vigilancie and tr4- 
vels of the honourable Convention of the Eſtates of Scotland, 
in contributing their brotherly.advice , and for their readinefle to 
give aſſiſtance tor recovering and ſetrlingthe peace of this King- 
dome, againſt the devices, power and praQtices of the enemies of 
Religion,and the publick Good, whereof ſome hints are givet ir 
that Anſwer , and of which we doubr. not but the honourable 
Houſes of Parliament will be ſo ſenſible as to give fiich a returh 
as becomes them : for they,better knowing then we dozthe depth 
of the evils under which this Nation now groaneth , and the fut- 
ther dangers imminent , will be more able to value and improve 
the great affection and wiledome of their Brethren, in poifits of ſo 
high and generall concernement, for the ſafetic and glory of the 
Kings Majeſtie, and of all his Kingdomes , and are more fit to 
take notice of advices of that kinde,in reference to the civil State; 
which therefore we wholly leave with them. | = 
Burt as for the many prudent, pious ; and ſeaſonable admoniti- 
ons which concerne our Aﬀembly, the good Lord reward ( for 
we cannot ,j ſeven fold into-your boſomes all the good , which 
_ havelaboured to-procure unto the-Houſe of our G O D, and 
leſled be his Name who hath pur ſuch.a thing as this into the 
hearts of aur Parliament, to cleanſe the Houſe of the Lord of all 
the uncleanneſle that is in it, by impure DoQrine , Worſhip ; of 
Diſcipline. ere” | 3 608 $91p % | 
_ Nor can we in the depth of all our ſufferings and ſorrows, with= 
hold our hearts from rejoyciog in the wonderful goodnes of God 
toward this Kingdome;ittthat he hath:let us ſee the gracious fruit 
of your effeuall prayersand teares, as well as of our own endcea- 
yours this way : In bringing togetherthis Aſſembly , although 
ina yeryroyblous time, whereby we-mey. have better opportuni- 
yy more fally co-poure out our {oules jointly and together to out 
od, for healing of this ngw miſerable-Church and Nation : To 
conſider throughly,for what more efpecially the Land moutneth; 
and how-we may be moſt uſefall co our-Zreat G O D and Maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt; In contributing ſomewhat co the vindicating of his 
precious truth, many-wayes corrupted- through the craft of mefi 
that bave lycnjn wait t@ deceive: In the {eaking out of a right way 
of worſhipping our G Q.1N according t0/his own heart : In pro= 
ing.th of, inefſe, inthe hearts and lives of all his 


greenble ro.Gods holy. Word -, and moſt apt to procure. and prez 
erve the peace of this Church-at home-;/2gd - nearer agreeinent 
withthe Church of Scocand highly honoured by us) andthe 

p the 
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the beſt; reformed Churches abroad, Thar'ſo:x& the wtmaoſt of 
our power, we rhay exalt him that isthe only Lord over the 
Church, his own Houfe, in all his. Offices, and -preſent-' this 
Church as a chaſt virgin unto Chiiſt; TAE A Do 3m 

It is a timely and ſavourie-prayet-which you have put up.at the 
throne of Grace , touching the due.managing of the proceedings 
inthis Afembly, and char with ſtraight intentions we may: all 
ſeek the truth in everything, which by the bleſging of God upon 
our labours, muſt needs produce all thoſe bleſsings which your 
worthie Commilſhoners mention; And now, for your:comfort 
as well as our own encouragement, we defire yau to take: notice 
of the gracious anſwer of the God thar heareth prayer , unto:your 
fervent cryes. For beſ{ide-our owr particular addreſſes and ſecret 
vows to our God to be faithfull (with diſdain of all baits of ava- 
rice and ambition ) it hath pleaſed the Divine Providence ſo to 
dire& both the honourable Houſes of Parliament, ro take care of 
preventing all obliquitie in our proceedings , -and to ſtop the 
mouthes of all that watch for their and our haltings, and are apt 
maliczouſly to traduce both, (as if we were ſo reſtrained by them, 
in our votes and reſolutions , as to be bound up to the ſenſe of 0+ 
thers,and to carry on privatedefignes ina ſervile way ) that the 
Houſes have tendered to us, and we haveall moſt readily taken a 
ſolemne and ſerions Proteſtation in the preſence -of Almighty 
God, to maintain nothing in this Aſſembly touching Do&trine, 
but what we are perſwaded in our conſciences to be the truth; 
nor in matters ot Diſcipline , but what we conceive to conduce 
molt to the glory of God, and the good and peace of his Church; 
which doth not only ſecure the Members againſt fettering of 
their judgements or votes, but engage them tothe uſe of all free- 
dome, becoming the integrity of conſcience , the weight of the 
Cauſe , the gravitie and honour ot ſuch an Aſſembly. Ir is like- 
wiſe a great conſolation , that our G'O D hath pur it into your 
hearts to deſigne ſome godly and learned Brethren' to put in their 
ſickles with us intothis Harveſt, which is ſo great, and requires ſa 
many Labourers; for which, as we heartily return thanks, ſo we 
earneſtly pray the Lord to open a way: to their timely coming hi- 
ther, anddo aſſure them of allreftimonies of reſpe&,love, and the 
right hand of fellowſhip , who ſhall under-rake a journey o tedi- 
ous,andnow ſo perillous, to joyne withus in the Work, when it 
ſhall pleaſe the honourable Houſes of Parliament to invite them 
thereunto, | 

It remaines that we ſhould now ſpread before:you our calami- 
ties,dangers and fears of further evils, not only! dtawing toward 
us,but even threatning youalſo, +and- crave your compaſſionate 
aids inall wayes becoming the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt. Bur your 
Commiſſioners have ſo fully declared your certain knowledge 
and deep ſenſe of them ,-that they have left usno room for in- 
larging our ſelves in thus particular, to Brethren ſo tull of bowels 
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and zeal. And they have ſufficiently intimated unto the honorabſe 
Houſes, that you are well aware how often the common enernies 
of both Kingdomes have conſulted rogether with one conſent to 
cut off both the one and the other from being a Nation, arid that 
the tabernactes of Edom,and the 1hmael:tes of Moab; and the Hizk- 
rens, Geball, Amwron, and Amalek, the curſed Papiſts;and their im- 
rome and bloudy Aberttors here , do ſtill retain the ſame ma- 


Hice, and carry onthe ſame deſigne againſt Religion , and perfett 


Reformation even in your Kingdome, happily reſcued from theit 
formertyrannies, as well as in this of ſcorched England, now iri 
the furnace : Only they have varied the Scene 3 pouring out all 
their fury upon us at the preſent : Thar ſo,having once trodei ils 
under as mire in the ſtreets , they may afterward more eaſily; 
(which God avert ) ſer their proud and impure feet upon yout 
necks alſo. Wherefore withthe good leave and favour of the ho- 
nourable Houſes of Parliament , we ſhall now ſpare the further 
exciting of youto that which we doubt not of your forwatdneſſe 
by all lawfull and meer means, to promote with all your tight ; 
namely, the poſſeſſing the good people of that Kingdome , ( oF 
whoſe willing minde arid readinefle you have already given aniple 
reſtimony ) teuching our condition , and to encourage then td 

our aſſiſtance in this Caule of Religion. o 
\ Andnow remembring without ceaſing your work of faith,arid 
labour of love, and pitience of hope in our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt; 
with all due acknowledgiments of the precious effetts vf your 
pou ; We moſt humbly and earneſtly deſire , that the faifi 
reathings of the ſpirit in you may ſtill continue,and (if poſsible 
more frequently and fervently aſcent! ro your God; and our God; 
not only tor removall of outward preſſures , and the viſitation of 
the ſword,that hath already learned to eat much of out fl&ſh , bir 
alſo for the ſpeciall aſsiſtance and prote&ion of the Father 6f 
lights , in this great Wotk unto which we are now called , arid 
wherein we already finde many and poterit adverſaries : that 
ſeeing the plummer is now in the hands of our Zerabbabels ; all 
mouritaines ray become plains, and they riy bring forth #42 
capſtone of the Lords Houſe with ſhoutings crying ,Grace, grace uitd it: 
and that how weak and contemprtible builders ſoever we be ; the 
Lord would enable us co build with them , that none may have 
cauſe to deſpiſe the day of our ſmall beginnings , nor to ſtop oiif 
progreſſe in the work which he hath given-us to do. Ahd 4s for 
us,who cannot bur take notice of the extraordinary employments 
unto which you are called in your great Aſſembly , now alſo fit- 
ting : God forbid that we-ſhould fin againſt the Lotd, in ceaſinff 
ro pray for you, that the Lord may enable you to be wiſe maſter- 
builders,preſerve'your peace alwayes by all means, arid make yoil 
ſtedfaſt,unmoveable,alwayes abounding in the work of the Lofdz 
ro the praiſe of the glory of hisgrace , andto the further benefit 
and comfort ofthe whole Church of God;but more elpdally of 
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-this our afflicted Ark; now waſted into the midſt of a ſea of miſe- 
ries, and toſſed with-tempeſts , untill our wiſe and gracious God, 
'by the furtherance of your prayers and brotherly endeavours,ſhall 
cauſe it to reſt upon the mountains of Ararat , which may take a- 
way our fears, as well as put an end to our preſent ſufferings , and 
give youto.rejoyce with us , that now mourn for us. 


—_— __— p 
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Weſtminſter, 
_ Alug-4. 1643+ 


Sab(cribed by your moſt loving brethren, 
highly pryſing the graces of God in you, 
and 4 of are your ſervants for F. us 
ſake , inthe name of the whole Aſ- 
ſembly. 


Willlam Tuiſſe, Prolocutor. ? 
Fohn White, Aſleſlor. 
Cornelius Burges, Aſſeſſor. \ ofthe Aſſembly, 


4 * Henry Roborgugh ; 
| | CAdoniram Byfield 2 Scribes| | 


| The Reſult of the Debates and ( onſultations 


of the (ommittees of the Convention of E- 
ates and Cenerall Aſſembly , appoin- 


the Parliament of England. 
| by eAuguſt 17.1643. 
| 


% He Commitrees of the Convention of Eſtates of Scot- 
land, and of the Generall Aſſembly , being aprointed ro 
3% meet with the Commiſſioners of the two Houſes of the 
Parliament of England , upon the Papers delivered in by the ſaid 
Commilsioners, unto the Convention of Eſtates , and unto the 
Generall Aſſembly , upon the 12. and 15, of this inſtant 1643. 

D Con- 


L1NMAL 


ted to meet with the Commiſtoners of 


24. The Generall Aſſembly, 1643; 
Concerning the deſires of both Houſes, fora near and ſtrict union 
to be entered into by the two-Kingdomes. And. it being declared 
at the ſaid meeting , with what ſenfible affetions the Generall 
Afﬀembly and Convention,did receive the deſires above-mentio- 
ned : And how beneficiall it would be for the more firme ſertle- 
ment of the ſaid union, that a Covenant ſhould be encred into by 
by both Nations: And this forme thereof being by all the fore- 
ſaid perſons taken into moſt ſerious debate and conſideration, and 
agreed unto : It was thereupon reſolved by them , that'it ſhould | 
be preſented to the Generall Aſſembly, ro the Convention of E- 
ſtates of Scotland , and to the two Houſes of the Parliament of 
England , by their reſpeive Committees and Commailſsioners, 
that it might with all ſpeed receive their reſpeRtive reſolutions. 


F 1 Primeroſe. 
Subſcribed A. Ker. 
William Rond Sec.Com. 


— 


He League and Covenant a- 

bove-mentioned, being ſent with 

the Commilſsioners of this Aſſembly, 

/ to the Parliament of England, and | 

Aſſembly of Divines in that King- 

dome | to be received and approven 

there , 1s to be printed at the return 
thereof. 
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Approbation of the League and 


( ovenant above-men- 
tioned... - 


EE He Aſſembly having recommended: unto a 
> Committee , appointed by them to joyne with 
2) the Committee of the Honourable Convention 
> of Eſtates , and the Commiſſioners of the Ho- 
#3 nourable Houſes of the Parliament of England, 
GRASS tor bringing the Kingdomes co a more near con- 
juaction and Union ,, received from the aforeſaid Gommurees, 
the Covenant above-mentioned , asthe reſult of their conſultati- 
ons : And having taken the ſame,as 4 matrer of ſo publick con- 
cernment and of ſo deep imporrance doth require , unto their 
pou confideration , Did with all their hearts , and with the 
ginnings of the feelings of thar joy which they did finde in fo 
great mealure upon the renovation of the- Nationall Covenant of 
this Kirkand Kingdome ,, All with one voice approve and em- 
brace the ſame , as the moſt powerfull meane, by the bleſſing of 
G Q D , for ſettling and preſerving the true Proteſtant Religi- 
gion , with perfe& Peace in his Majeſties Dominious, and proba- 
gating the ſameto other Nations , and for eſtabliſhing his Ma- 
jeſties chrone to all ages and generations. ' ' And therefore 
with their beſt affections recommend the ſame to the Honourable 
Convention of Eſtates , that being examined and approved by 
them , it may be ſent with all diligence to the Kingdome of Eng- 
land : thar being received and approven there , the ſame may be 
with publick humiliation , andall Religious and anſwetable ſ0- 
lemnitic , ſworn and ſubſcribed by all true Profeſfours of the 
reformed Religion , and all his Majeſtics good Subjects in both 


Kingdomes. 
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vs 


* eff” Ulle. eAuguſt 19. 1643. 


The Aſſemblies humble deſires to his «TL ajeſtie 
anent the Liſts for Preſentations : 
© With a Recommendation 


to Presbytertes. 


# "/ F/ 


BY He Afembly conſidering the difficultic of 0b- 
a $ taining fix able and well. qualified Perſons to 
ag be put into a Lift ro his Majeſtie , for every 
Sp vaiking Kirk at his. Majeſties Preſentation : 
42038: Theretore do moſt earneſtly recommendto his # 
AIRSB2ES Majcſtics Commiſſioner , to repreſent their 
humble defires to his Majeſtie , that he: would be pleaſed to ac- 
cept of a Liſt ofthree : Asalſo conform to the detire of the laſt 
Aſſembly at S. Andrews , that his Majeſtie would be pleaſed 
ro accept of any one qualified man , who ſhall be able to ſpeak 
the Iriſh Language for Kirks vaiking in the Highlands : Which 
the Commilsioners Grace promiſed to do with the firſt conveni- 
Encie. | 
And withall his Grace repreſenting to the Aſſembly , that he 
conceived his: Majeſtie had already done more , and yet would 
do more for ſarisfation to the deſires of this Kirk , anent Patro- 
nages, nor any other Patron : And theretore that it were conve- 
'nient that all other Patrons were earneſtly deſired to follow his 
Majeſties example” ; And the Aſſembly thinking it very neceſſary 
that ſome Generall courſe were ſet down for providing and plan- 
ting of vaiking Kirks, whereby all occaſions of conteſts and diffe- 
rences amongſt Patrons, Presbyterigs,& Paroches may be remo- 
ved:Therefore the Aſſembly recommend to every Presbyrerie,to 
conſult and adviſe upon the beſt wayes and means for eff-uating 
hereof , And ro report the reſults of their conlultations hereintill 
tro the next Aſſembly. 


Overtures 


Overtures anent Witch-craft ,and 
Charming, &c. 


\ 


N craft , in all the ſorts and degrees of it inthis 

<2 time of Reformation , isto be raken to heart by 

FAY this reverend Aﬀembly , who would to that end 
2p conſider, 

>> Ofthe occaſions thereof, which are foundto 


MEE He abundance and increaſe of the fin of Wirch- 


and much prevails. | | 

Ot he reaſons and cauſes of Satans prevailing, which are groſſe 
ignorance , great infidelitie , want of the love of thetruth (which 
G O D hath made (6 long and clearly to ſhine in our Land ) and 
profanenefſle of lite. 

Ofrhe means and wayes to bring them to a confeffion and cen- 
ſure , which we conceive to be, That aſtanding Commiſhon for 
a certain time be had from the Lords of Secret Councel,or Juſtice 
Generall , to ſome underſtanding Gentlemen and Magiſtrates 
withinthe bounds of Presbyreries that ſhall crave ir, giving them 
power to apprehend,try,and execute juſtice _—_ ſuch perſons as 
areguilty of Witch-craft within theſe Presbyreries; For many 
Paroches want the concurrence of civill Magiſtrates. 

Of the grounds of apprehending them , Which may be a reign- 
ing brute of Witch-craft , backed with dilations of confeſſing 
Witches , being confronted with them } for it is found that the 
dilations of two or three confeſſing Witches , hath otdinarily 
proved true : alſo depoſitions of honeſt perſons , anent male- 
tices commitred , or cures uſed by them , may be a ground of ap- 
prehending them. 

Being apprehended , there would be honeſt and diſcreer per- 
ſons appointed to watch them tor being left alone , they are in 
dangerto be ſuborned and hardened.by others , or of deſtroying 
themſelves. - 

- Miniſters would be carefull at all times , eſpecially Morning 
and Evening , to deal. with them by Prayer and Conference, 
whilesthey are in priſon or reſtraint. 

The means to prevent the grouth of this wickedneſle, are, 

That Miniſters be every way carefull and painfull in warning 
people of the rthereof , and. of Satans tempraticns , both 
eivedy and publickly, andto inſtruc them in the knowledge of 
the Goſpell,and grounds of Religion ,; by plaia catechifing , to 
urge lively faith in Chrift , which:faich Witches beſtow other- 
wie ; Alſo to preſſe holineſle of lite , and fervent prayers inpri- 

E vate; 
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vate , and in Families , and in publick , that they be not led intd 
temptation ; And to uſe the'cenſures of the Kirk again profane 
per ons,ſuch 23 Curſers, Whoores,Drunkards.and uch like ; fot 
over ſuch like he gets great advantage. Finally,ir is requiſite fot 
preventing ofthis hainous fin, that people ſeek knowledge, ſtti- 
die ro beleeve,walkin holinefle, and continue conſtant and inſtant 
in prayer. _ _. i RE OLI OT NTRS | 

And becauſe Charming is a ſort and degree of Wirch-ctaft, and 
too ordinary in the Land ; It would be injoyned to all Miniſters 
rotake particular notice of them, to ſearch them out, and ſuchas 
conſult with them, and thar the Elders carefully concurre in ſuch 
ſearch ; And this Afembly would think on an uniforme way df 
cenſuring theſe Charmers , and ſuch as employ them , or coriſult 
with them, primo quoque tempore. 


The Aſſembly approves the Articles and Overtures aforeſaid, And 
ordaines every Presbyterie to take to their further conſideration by 
what other wayes or means the ſins aforeſaid of Witch-cy aft,Char- 
ming,and _—— with Witches,or Charmers,e.ſuch like wic- 

' kednes quay betried,yeſtr aintd;and condignely cenſured ind punt- 
ſhed eccleſiaſtically and ervilly : And to report their judgements 
berein to the next Aſſembly. 


Commiſſion for eM iniſters to 
go to lreland, 


BY He Generall Aſſembly having received a Petinion 

Wery ſubſcribed by a very great number in the North 

2g Of Ireland, intimaring their deplorable condition 

292 through want ofthe Miniſtery of the Goſpel,oc> 

z2anN calioned by the tyrannie of the Prelats ; and the 

; OS 1word of the Rebels,and deſiring ſomeMiniſters; 
elpecially ſuch as had been chaſedfrom them bythe perſtcution of 
the Prelats,and ſome others to be added,either to beſent preſently 
over ro reſide among them , ot declared rranſportable, that upon 
invitation from them,they might go and ſertle there : Togethef 
with a Letter from the Vicount of Airds to that ſame effet. All 
which the Aſſembly hath taken to their ſerious conſideration, be= 


ing moſt heartily willing to ſympathize with every Member 6f 


Chriſt his body, although never ſo remore,much more with that 
lancation there, which for the moſt part was a branch of the Lord 
bis Vine, planted in this Larid. ' In which fſolicitude; as the 
would be loath touſurpe without their own bounds ; or ſtretc 
themſelves beyond their own meaſure, ſo they dare not be want= 
mg tothe inlargement of Chriſts Kingdome, where fo loud 4 cty 
of ſoextreme neceſſity , could not bur ſtir up the bowels of Ca 
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ſtian compaſſion. Andalthoughthey conceive , that the preſent 
unſettled condition. both-of Church and State in that Land ; will 
not ſuffer them (as yer) to looſe any, to make any conſtant abode 
there ; yet they have reſolved co ſend over ſome for the preſent 
exigent,till the next Generall Afſembly,by courſes, to ſtay three 
moneth allanerly. And therefore do heteby authorize and give 
Commiſſion to the perſons following , to wit , Maſter. William 
Cockburne Miniſter at Kirkmichell , and Maſter cA\atthew Mackaill 
Miniſter at Carmanoch;forthe firſt three moneths, beginning up- 
on the 8; of September next. Maſter George Hutchiſon Miniſter yt 
Calmonell,and Maſter Hugh Henderſon Miniſter at Dalry , for the 
next three moneths, beginning the 8.0f December. Maſter Will- 
am Adair Miniſter at Air , and Maſter Fohn Weir Miniſter at Dal- 
ſerfe, tor the third three moneths , beginning the 8. of March 
1644. | And Maſter - pnvſ Hamilton Miniſter at Dtamfreis , an 
Maſter Fohn Macclellane Miniſter at Kirkubright for the laſt three 
moneths, beginning the 8.0f June, the ſaid year 1644. To repait 
unto the North of Ireland; and there to viſit , inſtru , comfort, 
& encourage the ſcattered flocks of Chriſt: To employ themſelves 
to their uttermoſt with all faithfulneſſe and finglenefle of heart in 
planting and watering, according to the direQion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and according to the Dofrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk-in all 
things. And if need be ( with the concurrence of ſuch of the Mi- 
niſters as are there .) rotry and ordain-ſuch as ſhall be found qua- 
lifed forthe Miniſtery ; Givirig charge unto the perſons toreſaids 
in the ſight of Godgthat in Doctrine, in Worſhip, in Diſcipline, 
and in their daily converſation, they ſtudy to approve themſelves 
as the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt 5 And that they be countable td 
the Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk in all things. .And in caſe of 
any of the above-mentioned Miniſters be gen; ſicknes, or 
otherwayes neceflarily detained from this ſervice; The Aﬀſembly 
ordains the C cmmilboncrs reffding at Edinburgh for the publick 
affairs of the Kirk , to nominate in their place well qualified men, 
who hereby are authorized to undertake the foreſaid umploynent, 
as if they had been expreſly nominate in the 'face of: the 'Afſem. 
bly. And this although poſſibly it ſhall nor fully ſatisfie-the large 
expectation of their Brethren-1n Ireland : yet the Aſferhbly' is 
confident they. will take in good part at this time that' which is 
judged moſt convenient for the: preſent condition , even'-a lent 
mite out of their own , not very. great plentie to ſupply the pre- 
ſent neceſsity : Requiring of them no other recompence;bur that 
they inall: chearfulneſſe: may embrace and make ule of the Mef- 
ſage of Salvation, and promiſing to infarge their iridebred boun- 
tie at the next Aſſembly ,; as they: ſhall, finde the Work of the 
Lord thereto require. In the'mean while wiſhing that theſe who 
are ſent, may come with the full blefling of: the: Goſpe) of peace; 
recommends then; their labonrs ,-and theſe'to when they are 
ſent,tothe rich-bleſſing of the great Sheepherd of the HoEK, * 
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eAt apainſt «MM inifters haunting with 


excommunicate perſons, 


Pg F any Miniſter haunt the company of an excommuni- 
7 23> catc perſon , contrairto the Lawes of this Kirk ,, The 
6) .-«S {aid Miniſter forthe firſk fault ſhall be (uſpended from 
| bis Miniſterie by his Presbyterie , during their plea- 
ſure : And forthe ſecond fault be deprived, Andin caſe the Pres- 
byreries be negligent herein , the Provinciall Afembly (hall cea- 
ſurethe Presbyreric thus negligens. 


e AF anent an order for ujuag civill Exe> 
cution againft Excommunt- 
cate Perſons, 


DI ON He Aſſembly taking to their conſideration an 
SESRIERG Attic , inthe Heads and Propoſitions ſent to 
'QS T7 the Aſſembly held ar Edinburgh , in Augult, 

p IN 1573- by the Lord Regents Grace , andallows 
TSS ed by that Afſemibly : Whereof the tefiour fo} 
MESS lowes. It i reſobved that the Executions of #2 
ſemexce of Excommnnicativn againſt Perſons excomminicate \ afteh 


the ſpace of fourtic dyes paſt , ſhalt be preſented ro the Lord Theſanres, 
or ew » Whoth, Lo 1 yon by p ror ge te 
Lords of Seftien , to charge the Perſont Excommunicatt , to pd the 
Kirk , and obtain themſelves abſolved under rhe plin of Rebellion « 
And incaſe they paſſe to the Horne , tocauſe their Eſcheits be rakeps ip, 
and alſo to raiſe aud cauſe execute Letters of Caption againſt them 
And theſe to be done at the Kings Majeſtres charges ; Do ratifie in 
approve the ſaid Article. And farther tharthe intention of the 
id Article may be the better effeuate , doth alſo ordain ,- that 
evcry Presbyrerie cauſe ſend to the Procurator , or Agent of the 
Kirk ,/ the foreſaid Execution, that is , an minute or note of the 
ſerxences of Excommunication within their bounds , bearing the 
time ang cauſe thereof : And thatunder the hands of the Mode= 
e , or -of the Miniſter who pro- 


Mayes ety oe Advocate , of Agent 
tobe ud 


= 
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TO THE KINGS 
MOST EXCELLENT 
M AJESTTIE; 

The bumble «Anſwer of the National 


eAſſembly of the Kirk, of 
Scotland. 


FÞ Lthough the many and ample teſtimonies of 
2&7 Your Majeſties Royall favour and bountic to- 
2, wards this Kirk and Kingdome be living and - 
hs « G8) laſting Monuments to bold all Your Majcſties 
We aetag 5oodSubjetts and us moſt of all , iti.cemem- 
SVN brance of that duty, which we owe to Your Ma- 
jeſties our great Benefaour , never by any length of timeto be 
deleted out of our minds: Yet when we remember even of conſci- 
ence we owe honour and ſubjeftion unto Your Majeſtie as our 
dread Soveraigne, as well in Your Majeſties abſence as preſence, 
We finde our obligation to be Religious , and thereby much in- 
creaſed : And therefore have we at this time in all our conſulta- 
tionsand concluſions , of which ſome have been of more then 
ordinary weight and concernment , it anſwer to certain Propo- 
ſitions , made unto us by the Commiſſioners of the Houſes of 
Parliament of Your Mijeſties Kingdome of England , and ſome 
Reverend Divines aſſiſting them , fixed our eyes and thoughts 
upon Your Majeſties honour and happineſſe, with no other and 
with nioleſſe intention , then if we had been honoured by Your 
Majeſties Royall Perſon in our Aﬀembly. And in like manner 
have given ſuch Inſtrutions to ſome Miniſters and others, to be 
ſent unto the Aſſembly of Divines now in England, as next unto 
the honour of God,and the good of Religion, may moſt ſerve for 
Your Majeſties preſervation, andthe peace of Your Kingdomes : 
Concerhing which , the Commilſsioners of the laſt Generall Aſ- 
ſembly have ſo fully expreſt their humble rhoughts and defires in 
their Supplication and Remonſtrance ſent unto Your Majeſtie, 
that we need not adde any thing, and Your Majeſties times and 
affairs forbid all repetition; Wedo onely id all humilitie beſeech 
Your Majeſtic to judge of us and our proceedings , by the nature 
and neceſsity of Our vocation,afd the rules preſcribed in the word 
of God for our dire&ion, and not by uncertain rumours, and un- 
grounded reports of ſuch men as have not the fear of God before 
their eyes. And do earneſtly pray- to God Almighty , in. whoſe 
hands are the hearts of Kings ,to incline Your Majeſtics. hearr _ 
F e 
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the counſells of truth and peace, to dire Your Government for 
the gooy of your, Pedple, the mſgs af thale-&@&qurs, a 
praiſe of well-dotrs.4 that this firevt Unnathrall an&-wufichriftian 
warre being extinguiſhed”; the Peopla of Gnd'3 prouk Majeſties 
fe,1 Tal 
& \ 


good SubjeRs may fead 4rquitr and petceablt li pndlineſlt 
and honeſtie, ' * ** | A | 


The nfwer of the. enerall Aſſembly of the 
Church of > Aran the. Declaration of 
the honourable Houſes of the Par- 
lament of England. 


ex J;:C py He Generall Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland , ha: 


ving received a Declaration from. the honourable 
em Houſes of the Parliament of England, by their Cotn= 
d mittees arid Commmiſgioners how refiding here ; Have 
thought goodto make knowhe wunto the Lords and Commons ifl 
Parliament, that all the Members 6f this Aﬀſembly , and othei 
well-affeed here, do with moſt rhanktull reſpeRs, take ſpecial 
notice of the expreſsions which ep 4 have been pleaſed to make ji 
the afore-named Declaration, not nly concerning their approbi= 
tion of the deſires and endeayours of the Generall Aſſembly of 
this Kirk, for the Reformation of the Chutch' of Etigland ; ahid 
the union of both Churches in Religion and Chutrch-goverii= 
ment ; but alſo concerning the reſolition of both Houſes; tullyt6 
concurre with them in theſe pious intentions. With the ſarhs 
thankfulneſfſe and due reverence , they acknowledge the high fe= 
ſpecs expreſſed towards them by both Houſes, in direCting uhtd 
fo their Committees and Commilſsioners , aſsiſted by two rt= 
verend Divines, and in deſiring ſome of the godly and learned of 
this Kirk to be ſent unto the Aſſembly fitting there. FA 
T he Aſſembly doth bleſſe the Lord, who hath not ohly itiſþi= 
redthe Houſes of Parliament with deſires and reſolutions ofthe 
Reformation of Religion, but hath advanced by ſeverall ſteps and 
degrees that bleſſed Work ; By which,as they ſhall moſt approve 
themſelves to the Reformed Churches abroad , and to their Bre= 
thren of Scotland, fo ſhall they moſt powertully draw evetz froifl 
Heaven the bleſsings of proſperity and peace upon Engltttd: And 
as it is the earneſt wiſh of their Brethren here , that the true Nats 
and ground of the preſent differences and 'controverkes in Etig= 
land may be more and more cleared to-be concerhing Kegiens 
and that both Houſes may unceſſantly proſecute that good Work 
firſt andabove all other matters,giving no fleepto their eyes, hof 
ſlumber to theireye-lids,until they finde out a place for the Lords, 
an. habitation for the Rickey G O'D of Facob , Whole favour. 
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alone can makerheir mounain y, and whoſe preſence ih his 
own ordinances, ſhall detheir glory the midſt of thetty 1:90 ir is 
our confidence. that che bemih Reformation # of G © D,uxtne 


_ of man;chac ic ſhall increaſe; uhd 'Aot” decreaſe 3rand thar-he to 


whom nothing is too hatd, who/tur make momitiines, valteles, 
crookedthings,ftraight, and rough wayes,ſmooth!, ſhall lead 4- 
long and take perfe& this moſt wonderfall Work bhich Mal be 
remenbrd ro his gtoty in the Uhgroly throughoos gil venezacd 
619. 11 nE9 11212219 Tom !; 2Q 5:1: 
And- left through-4ny defe& upon rke Generall : Ae mblics 
pare,the Work of Reformarion-/Whith hithetto co the greinigrief 
of all the-Godly hath moved ſs 'fleowly ) ſhout be any morere- 
carded or ihrerrupted, rhey have'aceording to che renewed deſires 
of botly Houſes ot Parliametit ; andtheir own fortner pronrifes, 
nominated 'and eleaed Mer Alctunder Homerſan', Mc Robert 
Dowglat, Mt $amel Rachirfoord, Mc Robiyt Bailk;e Mc Grirta Gila 
leſpie, Miniſters of Gods word y and F3hn Earle bf Caſfills, Fobp 
Lord Maitland, and Sit Arobbald Fobaftoun of Wariſtouri fling 
Elders , all of chem men tniuch approved ' heres With-Com-s 
miſsion and power to chern, or any three of them; whereof..twa 
ſhall be Miniſters, to-repait unto the Aſſembly of Divities, and v+ 
thers of the Chutctvof England, 'now fitting at Wefttiinſler;.10 
propound, conſult, trext,and condlude with thern/aad with any 
Committees deputed by! the Hoaſes vf- Parliznnnt (if 'it (halt 
ſeeme good to the honourable Houſes in their wiſedome to'de> 
pure any for that end) in all ſuchrhings 45 tay condbce tothe ur- 
tet extirpation of Popery, Prelacie, Hereſie, Schifine,Superſtinion 
and Idolarrie, And for the ſeclirig ofthe ſo much-defired Union of 
this whole Iſland in one forrtie of Chitrch-governinent;one Tons 
feſsion of Faith, one corimoh Catechiſme , and one DireRarie 
for the Worſhip of G OD , accordingrtothe Inſtructions which 
they have teceived , or ſhall recyive. from the Cormmilsioniets of 
the Generall Aſſembly appointed to mect at'Edinbutgh from 
time to time, wich the Aflemblies- power for that 'ertd, And-us 
the Generall Afſembly doth moſt poly and affedtionarly receive 
and fully truſt the Commitcees and Divines ſernthither , ſ5do 
they hereby commend the afore-named Contmilgioners, not oft 
ly to the like affection and truſt oftlis Aſſembly theres bat alſo vo 
the favour and proteRion of boch Houſes of Pathanent/ 1 211.1 

And for the farther arigRivn und ercourrgement- of -ct:ede 
Brethren of England, the whole Aſſembly in their own naino,and 
in name of all the particular Churches in this Kingdome , whom 
they repreſent , Do hereby declare , that from their zeal to the 
glory of G O D, and propagation ofthe Goſpell, from their affe- 
ion to the happineſle of their native King, and of the Ki 


of England , and from the ſenſe of their own intereſt in the com- 


mon gangers of Religion, Peace, and Libertie , They are moſt 
willing and ready to be united and affociated with their Brethren 
ma 
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in a nearer League and ſolemne Covenant fot the maintendiice 
ofthe truly reformed Proteſtant Religion |, againſt Popery aid 
Prelacie,and againſt all Popiſh and Prelaticall corraprions ; in do- 
&rine; diſcipline; worſhip; or Church-goyernment; ahd for the 
ſertling and holding faſt of unity and uniformity berwixt the 
Kirks of this Iſland;and with the beſt reformed Churches beyoiid 
ſea. Which Union and Covenant , ſhall with Gods affiſtance be. 
ſeconded by their cooperating with their Brethren in the uſe 6f 
the beſt and moſt effeRuall meanes that may ſerve fot ſo gogd 
ends; Forthe more ſpeedy efteuating whereof; to the comfort 
and inlargement of their diſtreſſed Brethren ( whoſe hope defeis 
red might make their hearts to faint ) the whole Aſſembly with 
great unanimity of judgement, and expreſſions of much aftettiotiz 
ws 5 ( for their part) ſuch a draughe and forme of 4 
mutuall League and Covenant betwixt the Kingdomes ; as was 
the reſult of the joint debates and conſulcations of the Commiſſi- 
oners from both Houſes ; affiſted by the two reverend Divines; 
and of the Committees deputed from the Conventiofi of the E- 
ſtares of this Kingdome , and from the Generall Aſſetnbly: Ex- 
Qing and wiſhing the like approbation thereof by the right h9- 
nourable the Lords and Commons.in Parliament, and by the re- 
verend Afſembly there; That thereaftet ir -may be  folemnely 
ſworne and ſubſcribed in both Kingdomes, as the ſureſt and ſtrai- 
teſt obligation to make both ſtand and fall rogether in that cauſE 
of Religion and Libertie. ® i 
Asthe Eſtates of this Kingdome have often profeſſed in theit 
former Declarations, the integritie of their Intentions againſt the 
common enefnits of Religion and Libertje in both Kingdoms; 
and their great affeQion to their Brethren of England , by reaſofi 
of ſo many and ſo near relations z So doubtlefle now in this time 
of need they will not fail to give reall proof of what before the 
profeſſed: A friend loveth af all times , a#d a brother is born for dd- 
verſitie. Neither ſhall the Aſſembly, or their Commiſſioners be 
waiting in ——— . all others totheir duty; or in concurring {0 
far as belongeth rotheir place and yocation, with the Eſtates now 
conveened, in any lawfull and poſsible courſe which may nioſt 
conduce tothe good of Religion and Reformation ; the honout 
and happineſle of the Kings Majeſtie,the deliverance of their Bre= 
thren of England from their preſent calamirous condition, and to 
the perpetuating of a firme and happy peace betwixt the Kings 
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I, heartie deſite'to God is , chat your conſolations 


E ® ſuch a mixture of affeRions,as wereat the laying. 

CERES Of the foundatian'of the ſecond Temple ,, where 
there was heard both ſhouting for joy , and weeping aloud\; We 
rejoyced that Chriſt our Lord had laſt in that Land Created a. 


new thing;in calling rogethet, not.as of before a Prelaticall Con- 
vocation to be task-maſters oyer the people of the Lord. , but an 
Afſfembly of godly Divines-, minding the ' pUnge of the Lord,, 
whoſe hearts are {et ro purge the defiled Houſe of G O'Dinthar 
Land : yet this our joy. was tot 4 little allayed by the conlidera- 
tion of the ſad and deplorable'condirion of that Kingdome,where' 
the high provocations of ſo matiy years , the helith plors of ſo 
many.cnemies in a nick of time, have brought in an inundation of 
over-flowing calamities : We.know you are patiently bearing the. 
indignation ofthe Lord, becauſe you have finned againſt hum, till- . 
he throughly plead your cauſs, and Fiquier the inhabitants of Ba- 
bylon;who now laugh among themſelves, while you are fed; with 
the bread of tears, and get tears to'drink in great meaſure , being 
on the mounzains like the doves of the valleyes , all of you jour- 
ning every one for his iniquitie.  * Ok 
It is now more nor evident to all the Kirks of Chriſt , with 

whar implacable fury and helliſh rage, the bloud-thirſtie Papiſts, 
as Babylon without , and the Prelaticall FaQion, the children of. 
Edom within, having adjoyned to themſelves many malignant ad- 
herents,of time-ſerving Atheiſts, haters of holineſle, rejeQers of 
the yoke of Chtiſt, (ro whom the, morning light of Reformation 
is as the ſhadow of death. have begun ta ſwallow wp the inheri- . 
rance of the Lord , and are riot eaſily ſatisfied in making deep and . 
long furrowes on your backs. We cannot ſay that the loudneſle of | 
your cry ſurpaſſeth the heavirieſſe of your ſtroake z but though the - 
Lord hath delivered the men,every one into his neighbours hand , and 
into the hand of his King,and they have ſmitten the Land, yet the rod 
of the wicked ſhall not reſt upon the lot of the rightedws : This cloud 
ſhall ; >xpny/ paſſe away,and a fair ſun-ſhitie ſhall appear.” | 

As for us,though your extrearine calamitie did not threaten the 
ruine of our Religion, Peace, and Liberties , 4s it doth moſt evi- 
dently ; we would hare our ſelves , it we did not finide our _ 

| G within 
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within us melting with cotnpaſsion over you : You are engraver 


on the tables of our $to liveanddie with, you t. we. could 
Co HR Gur Hg: Wee ware, d our ofes unta of tears, 
that we might weep day.and riightforthe fait of the daughter of 
the Lords people ; Socalamitougarondition Hhany of the Kitks 
of Chriſt , could notbilt be yerivobe tmtbls ; How much 
more ſhall not we ſtoup and fall down in the duſt to embrace out 
deareſt Brethren of England , to whom wearetied i ſo fear and 
render relations.. When xe were but- creeping, out of the de 
darkneſle and bondage of Papery , and were almoſt cruſhed wit 
the fury of Forreigtie Inyaders,Joyned with inteſtine enemies, pre- 
rending'the hame and warrand of authority, 45.now yout oppreſ- 
fours do; Then didthe Lord by your, Father ſend us ſeafonable 
affiſtance dpainſt that intended and begun bondage bath of ſoul 
and body The repayment of which debt ,, the - Divine . Provi- 
detice ſeemtth now to require at out hands,  Atid whereas of late 
through out ſecurity we had fallen into a wotfull relapſe, and-wete 
compalled about with dreadfull-dangers on all-hands , while, we 
aymed at,the recovery of our rg puritie and. libertie -: Theti 
we w! . of thelrge ſupply of yur feryeor Prayers,and othet 
brotherly aſſiſtance of that Nation;while thoſe who are now yout 
malighdhtenemies , would have ſwallowed us-up... 0 
* Theſe f}rait botds of your ancient and late love , do ſo poſleſſe 
qur hedrts } that whenthe motions of the Coipmiſsioners of the 
honourabſe Houfes'of Parliament,and your Letters did challenge 
qur adViceand aid for defence of Religion , and advancement of 
Refortriation;. our ſmoaking deſires or a 'tniore ſtrict Unjon and 
Unitogmirle in Religion berjvixt both the Nations , did break 
forth itito a-vehement fAlame,in ſuch ſort,as when the draught ot a 
agueand Covenant betwixt hoth Kingdomes for defence of 
Religiori,&c. was read-in open audience-, It was ſo unanimouſly 
and heartily embraced, with ſuch a torrent of moſt affetionate ex= 
preſsions, 4s none but eye or car-witneſſes can conceivez wheteof 
the two teverend Divines.ſent from you to us, being then preſent; 
no doubt wilt give you an account. , Neither was it ſo onely with 
us, but alfo the honourable Convention of Eſtates here, with the 
like harmony of affe&ionate expreſsions, did.entertain the ſame; 
So that-we hope to be reall and conſtant in proſecuting the con- 
rents of this Covenant. When we in our ſtraits fled to the Lord, 
and entred in Covenant with him ,. he owned us and out Cauſe, 
rebuked and diſsipated ourenemies, and hitherto hath helped ts; 
and bleſſed Our enterpriſes with ſuccelle from heaven , tiotwith- 
ſanding our great weakneſſeand unworthineſſe, We truſt in the 
Lord, that. as once it was propheſied of 1ſra;l and: Fudahz. 50 
ſtiatl Seortand and England become one ſtick in the band of the | 
Lord they ſhall ask the way to $707, with their Faces thitherward 
ſaying,” Come, lerus joyne ourſelyes to the Lord in a perpetuall 
Covenant”, that ſhall not be forgotten ; And fo ſhall it come £0 | 
SELInE | hols paſſe, 
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paſſe, that the Lords Jeruſalem in this Iſland, ſhall he a cap of 
Exmblings wo A FER 'toalhy on nd 
about. Though now:t be the time of Facorgtrquble,rhs Lord will 
deliver Wn bat of it? ALI (0H Apr) ; We conceive 
your caſe,and of allche Faithholdn.her Lyndto be no other then 
ofa woman crying, travelling in birth , and pained cill ſhe be deli- 
vered. The greatred Dragon, ( under whoſe ſtandard. ghe ſons 


of Belial are fighting) is your Arch-enemy, This cannot burbe a 
tme offers and- forrow'; But when. tht: ovale wy orivayy be 
brought forth , the;pain ſhall ceaſe, and cbokerrow ſhillbe/ for- 
gottens We are yay confideatia theLord,chary wilbg 


ordinances; and taking;neithes tqmandatzon,,xcomer-Bone\, nor 
any parc ofthe rybbiſh,of Babell-c6 build che Ciry rhatis called, 


The Lord is there: + Put meaſuring all with the golden mediofrhic 
Sntuuy , you my mgre-cloſely-beunitedco the-beltReform- 
ed Kirks', in Doctrine , Worlhip 5; and Gdvemment) ehat you 
_ ow up in hia in all things wich. is :the hankcyrhvun 
arilt, EE 20h \4 1-06 35861 Fo, nidiigtt) Tha) 
And now Reyerend and dear Brethren ,; though we know tha. 
26s roar) all Gong a graces-, the Spiris :of -J wane 
PiCnL. I up 5 yer according T C r 
hin and-the —— borke zommiſoners eden. 
rable Houſes of Parliament :, to teſtifie out 'hearry. ſympathie 
with you in the work of the Logd: ; We have nominate aadele- 
Red ſome Godly and learned of -this Church. to repait royour 
Aſſembly, We doubt nothing of:your hearty embracingirhem 
inthe Lord, and their diligent concarrance with youirradyancing 
that great work. : - - 19's ©: 2 94 5 DNS 
. Not onely the common danger we are under , butthe confci- 
ence of our duty to his ſuffering people. ,: layeth:bonds or as fre- 
quently'to preſent you: ,; and thar'blefſed Work of Refotmarion, 
in your hands , tothe throne of Grace , thar-the G O D'of all 
Grace, who will.call you into-his eternall glory by Chriſt Jeſus; 
after that you have ſuffered a while may make you perfe&” , ſta- 
bliſh, ſtreagrhen, ſettle. you. IF | 


Edinburgh., Augyſt xp. | 
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| . Subſcribed in name of the Aſſembly if the 
 _Charchof Scotland , by the Clerk of the 

Het, 
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' The Aſemblies Anſwer to the: Reverend their 
©” belovell Brethren, Mmiſters in. 

'- theChurchof England. 
| Reverend Mtbeloved,” s ne 


TESIGESTY Ec acknowledge with thankfulneſſe to G O D, 
c + PE that this ho of the good bleſſings beſtowed 
”®\g upon our Kirk of late , and a pleaſant friiit 6f 
"0 out free Aſſemblies , That a way is opened fot 
ing communion with our fiſter Kitks 4+ 
DS eEsS road , and correſpondence with you out deat 
'Brethiren , in whoſe joy and ſorrow we have ſo near inteteſt tid 
whoſecauſe and condition we defire to lay to heattas dur owl: 
All your former Letters were moſt acceptable , arid full of re= 
freſhment-unto us. ,: being taken as theearneſt of a more full arid 
conſtant fellowſhip, longed after and hoped for : And this yout 
laſt ; although full of ſadneſſe and ſorrow , yet accounted of 
us almoſt worthy of our tendereſt affe&ion and beſt reſpes; 
both for your cauſe who ſenc it-, and fortheſe worthy witheſſes 
which:did atteſt it : Wherein as you have given unto us ho ſihall 
evidence! , not only of your love ., bur alib'of truſtand frietidly 
reſpe& z by. chookngto poure our yout grieved ſouls ifi ot bo= 
ſome z So we ſhall with ; and:Godwilling endeavour ; that you 
may really finde ſome meaſure of brotherly compaſſion iri wr te- 
ceiving thereof. For theſe your ſad expreſſions of deep ſdftow, 
being as you have given us to conceive but a part of yoltit coiti- 
plaint., and a lamenration lefle then the cauſes doth require, can- 
not but meltevery heatt. , wherein there is any the leaſt watiti- 
neſle of the love of Chriſt and his Saints .: And whar Childe 6f 
the Bridegrooms chamber, can hear the voice of ſo tnariy frietids 
of the Bridegroom , — for the evils which have befaller 


Chriſts Bride in England ,,jaghe very night before her expe&ed 
eſpouſalls , and nor ſit doy and mourn with them , except his 
heart be fallen afleep and frozen-within him ? This pitifull cofi= 
dition of our fiſter Church in England hes matter enoiigh we 
confeſſe tro move, yea, torend out bowels... $93-þ 

If we ſhould weigh this your heavie grief inthe ſcales of coiti- 
mon reaſon , we behoved either to ſtand aloof from your plague 
as men aſtoniſhed , or fink down in.heavineſſe and be ſwallowed 
up of ſorrow : but when we ponder your (ad condition iri the 
Ballance of the SanQuary , we finde that nothing hath as yet be- 
Allen unto you , ſave that which hath been the exerciſe of the 
Saints in former times , who have been made to fit dowti fot 
a while inthe ſhadow of death before the day of theif delive- 
rance. We findenothing but that which may be a fit Prepara- 
tiofi 
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tion for a comfortable out-gate from all your troubles: Whar if 
jt was neceſſary inthe wiſe diſpenſation of Almighty G O Þ, 
that a People in great eſtimation for wiſedome and-power, fuch 
aS England, ſhould be thus farre humbled, as you declare, tothe 
end thar yanr deliverance may be ſeen hereatrer ro' be of the 
Lord, and.nor of your felyes « Whar if the Lord would not draw 
back his hand from the Wine-preſſe wherein younowlye, rill he 
ſhould draw forth from you theſe pititull expreſſions of your low 
eſtate, and ſo provide himſelf witneſſes againſt the day.to come, 
that he may have the greater and purer glory in your falvation, 
and your gloriation may be in the Lord alone ?, Dear Brethren, 
comfort your ſelves in the Lord, this ſowing in tears; doth /pro- 
miſe a reaping in joy, and who knoweth how ſoon he will give 
to you who are mourners in Zion,beauty for aſhes,the oyle of joy 
for mourning , the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſle ; 
That you may be called the trees of righteouſneſſe,the planting of 
the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

Though weeping be in the evening of this begun Reformation 
and purging of the Lords Houſe among you , yer it1the mornin 
when the diicovered filthineſſe and ſweepings of the Temple ſha 
be orderly caſt out, joy ſhall come with thankſgiving and praiſe. 
Though a fire be kindled inthe Land , yet it is not to conſume a- 
ny of the mertal, forthe Lord is fitting down as a Refiner amongſt 
you,andeſpecially to purifie the ſons of Levi, that he may have a 
more pure oblation of ſpirituall worſhip and ſervice in all his holy 
ordinances throughout all che Land , which is no token of wrath, 
but of loving kindneſle towards you, No wonder that Satan 
doth thus rage, as you relate , fore-ſeeing his caſting out : No 
wonder he ſtirre up all the children of diſobedience, &kindle their 
naturall malice againſt the children of God with the infpiration of 
helliſh fury: No wonderthe ſpirit of Antichriſt be mad , when 
the morſell half ſwallowed down , is liketo be pulled our of his 
throat, the fat morſell of the rich Revenues of England : - No 
wonder he be cruell againſt you the ſervants of Chriſt , who are 
conſuming him by the breath of the Lords mouth, 

You do well to expe&no mercy, if Papiſts and Prelats prevail 
over you,neither deſire we to deceive out ſelves with hopes to be 
free from what ther power and malice can do againſt ns, for they 
will not do tous if they get the upper-hand,as we have done, and 
muſt do,if God bring them low again under us, as they were be- 
fore, for we and they are led by the contrary ſpirits of Chriſt,and 
Antichriſt: We have laboured,and muſt kbour for their conver-.- 
fion,but they (except in ſo far as God ſhall bridle them ) will nor 
reſt without our deſtru&ion, for their futy againſt our perſons is 
much more fierie then our zeal is fervent againſt their abomina- 
tions : Let them follow the ſpirit of lying and murthering , wee 
muſttake us to our refuge, and joyne our ſelves with all that, 


are ſenſible of the danger of the reformed Religion in prayer and 
H ſupplt- 
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ſupplication. The Lord of hoſts is with wt, the God of Fatob i5 our rt 


Now for advice , what can we ſay to you who are upon yout 
warch-rower,wherein is the ſpirit of wiſedome and counſell; who 
lye thus as humble Diſciplesunder the Lotds foot, whodid nevet 
forſake them that ſought him. Go on- inthe Name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, againſt all oppoſition, without fear of wharſoevet 
dangers,to purge the Houſe of the Lord ,'to repair the breaches 
chereof.to {et up all his Ordinances in their full beautte and per: 
|&ion, tothe urtermoſtof your power, according rorhe patterri 
ofthe Word of G © D,and zeal of the beſt teformed Kirks; And 
let theſe two Kingdomes be knit together as one man in maintai- 
ning and protmoving the truth of the Goſpel; Let us enter in 4 
perpetuall Covenant for ourſelves and our poſterity ,' to ende- 
vour that all things may be done in the Houle of G O D accor- 
ding to his own will ,, and letrhe Lord do with us what ſeemeth 

ood in his eyes. Only wait upon the Lori, be of good courage,and ht 
ſhat frmnibes your heart. Let your hands be ever at your Maſters 
Work , and hold your facts reſolutely to his Cauſe, Watch ye, 
Paxnd faft in the faith, quite your ſelves like mtn,be ftrong , for ye ſhall 
ſee vie y ron of the Lord , and your labour ſhall nor be. in vain, 


Subſcribed in name of the Generall A ef f 
tht 


he Church of Scotland , by the Clerks 


| Commiſe nof the enerall xA fſembly for 
| tk that ark to the Kingdome , 
of England. 


<# England ,, tothe effe under-writcen. There- 
UF) WLTEp tore gives full Power and Commiſſion to Ma- 
3 Od IÞ ficr Alexander Henderſon , Maſter Robert Douglts, 
Matter Samet Ratherfoord Maſter Rob rt BailTge, 0 Mater George 
—_ Miniſters , Zobn Earle of Calfitls, ohs Lord Maitland, 
and Sir Archbald Fohnftous of Wariſtoun Elders, or any three of 
them, whereof two ſhall be Miniſters, to repair to the Kingdome 
of England , and thereto deliver the Declaration ſent unto the 
Parliament of England ; and the Letter ſent unto the Aſſembly 
of Divites now fitting in that Kingdome, . And to propone,cott- 
fult , treat and conclude with that Allembly or any Commiſſio- 
ners deputted by them , or any Committees or Commiſſioners 
deputed by the Hoaſts of Parliament, in al matrers which may 
further 
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further the Union of this Iſland in one forme of way govern- 
ment, one confeſſion of Faith , one Ca AVE ee e Dire- 
Rorie for the Worlbip'oÞ' GOD, 4c&8 robin 
which they have received fromthe; Afembly , or ſhall receive 
from time to time hereafter from the Commiſſioners, of the = . 
ſembly fps uted forthat effect. ; YRQ. p9 45 alla 49. RY 
convey to his Majeſtie.the humble AndWe 7-5 from 
bly co his Majeſties Lettet. | by ſuch hon Nara 
convenient, z And ſuckfite* ro oliver the Aſſemblics. Adſwer 
the Letter ſent from ſome Wel-affece} Brethren ole Mining 
there. Andegecnerally authorizes them ts do. all things-wht 
may further the ſo much, defired By "and nd obitu ion 

con pum 


of the two Chyrches of won Fa PAIGE 
Inſtructions aforeſaid.” Q— + 


4 


Refereiice to the Gmmifies , | anent be Per: 
fons 4 ned_to. repair tothe Ki King-« 
one"of England.” *.. 


EEO % He Aſſembly having chis day approven Cee n+ 


$& mination made by the CGommitſoners of the lare 
x D- z Aſſembly , ot Perſons 50 repair t94hg'Synod of 
+68) Divines in. England : And having'of.aew ele- 
/ WT, Red and nominaredall the ſame Pexlags, except 
\Ver v 6). i Maſter Elea\ar Borthwirk , who is now with 
GOD. Therefore gives power to the Commiſſioners to-be 
appointed by this Aﬀetnbly for the publick affairs of this Kirk, 
ro nominate and appoint any other whom they ſhal{ think meer 
in his place. And ſucblike the Aſſembly refers cothe ſaid Coms 
miſsion,to conſider whethet it be convenient to ſead now at this 
preſent time tothe Kingdome of England , all the. Perſons aps 
pointed to go thither , and to deligne the Perſons whom they 
think meet to go at this preſent occalipn , to determinethe time 
of their diſpatch , and to give unto theim their InſtruRions. And 
further incaſe of (ickneſſe or death. of any of the, Perſons: apr 
pointed- for - that employment , or. ig the caſe ofany otherne+ 
ceſſary impediment oftheir undertaking the ſamine z Gives pows 
erto the faid Commiſion. , zo nominate. orhers io their place if 
the Commiſszon ſhall fade it conventent, | | 
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Commiſoion far the Public affairs of 
«lt 1 , {ang Kirk. el 


aſs EdgfyHe Generall Afembly, confidering the laudable 
* dE)» cuſtome of this Kirk » in appointitg. Commil: 
ﬆ ſions betwixt Aſſernblies 4. the publick affairs 
of the Kirk , and the commiendable praftice of 
Te the late Aſſembly at Saint Andrews, inappoin= 
SGIARRPH ting their Commilsion fot proſecuting. that 
bleſſed Work , for uniting the Kirks of this I{land in Religion 
and Kirk-government , by all lawfull and Ecclefiaſtick wayes,fot 
continnance of our own peace at home,and'of the commoti peace 
betwixt the two Nations , and for other good ends, asat length 
isexpreſt in that Commilsion : And finding that the painfull en= 
devours and proceedings of that Commiſsion, unanimouſly ap- 
proven in this Aſſembly, though they have much adyanced that 
glorious Work of Unity in __"I$ Government ; yet hes 
not broughtthe ſamine to full petfe&ion and 4 finall acconpliſhs 
ment : And the Aſſembly being now much animate and encou- 
_ to proſecute thar Work by the Parliament of England their 
Bills paſt againſt Epiſcopacie , and ſuridfy othet corruptions, and 
the good hopes ofa ſolemne Covenant berwixt the Nations, And 
conceiving that in thir times of danger', there may be ſore 0cca= 
ſions for conveening the Aſſembly , before the tittie indicted for 
their next meeting. - Therefore the Aſſetnbly finding it neceſſa= 
ty to appoint a new Commiſsion , By thele preſents ; nominates 


. and appoints M* Andrew Ramſay, M* Alexander Henderſon, M* 


Robert Dowzlas, M* William Colvill, M* William Beunct, M* George 
Gilleſpie, M* Fobn Adamſon, M* Fohni Sharpe , M* Fames Sharpe, 
M- William Dalg leiſh, M* David Calderwood , M* Andrew Black: 
hall, M* Fames Fleeming, M* Robert Ker , M* Fohn cMacghir, M* 
Oliver Colt ,, M* Hugh Campbell, M* Adam Penman , M*" Richar 

Dickſon, M* Andrew Stevinſon, M* John Lauder , M* Robert Blair, 
M* Sammel Ruther foord, M* Arthur Morton, Me. Robert Traill, M* 
Frederick Carmichell, M* Mungo Law, M* Fohn Smith, M* Pa= 
trick Gilleſpie , M* John Duncan , M" Fohn Hume ,, M* Robert 
Knox , M* William Jameſon , M' Robert Murray ; MW" Heitry 
Guthrie, M* James Hamilton, M* Berhard Sanderſon , M* Fohn Le- 
viſton , M* Fames Bonar , M* Evan Cameron , M* David Dickſon, 
M- Robert BailXie, MF ames Cunninghame, M* Gevoge Toung , M' 
Andrew Awchinleck , M* David Lindſay , M* Andrew Cant , Mt 
Fohn 0iſwald, M* William Douglas, M* cMurdoe Mackentie , Mt 
Coline MackenJie, M* Fohn Monroe , M* Walter Stuart Mini= 
ſters: I of Argyle, Barle Marſhell, Earle of Sutherland, 


Eatle of Eglintonn , Earle of Caſsills, Earle of ——_ , 
ris 


= 
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Farle of Lawderdail, Earle of Lindſay, Earle of Queensberrie, Earle 
of Dalhouſie, Lord Angus, Vicount of Dudhope, Lord Maitland, 
'-Lord Elcho, Lord Balmerinoch, Lord Cowper , Sir Patrick H 
burne of Wauchtoun , Sir Archbald Fohnſtoun of Wariſtoun , Sir 
David Hume of Wedderburne , Sir Alexander Areskine of Dun, 
Sir William Cockburne of Langtoun, Ruthven of Frieland, 
Sir James Arnot Fernie , Sir Walter Riddell of that Ilk , Sir Lo- 
dovick Houſtoun of that Ilk,Sir William Carmichaell-Fiar of that Ilk, 
Laird of Bonjedburgh, Laird of Libbertoun, Laird of -Brodje , Sir 
Fohn Smith , Fames Denniſtoun , Maſter Robert Barclay , Fohn Ru- 
therfoord , William Glendinning , Fohn Sempill , John Kennedte, 
Maſter Alexander Douglas ;, To meet at Edinburgh the 21. day 
of Auguſt next , and upon any other day thereafter , and in any 
other place they ſhall think good. And gives and grants unto 
them, orany fifteen of them , there being twelve Miniſters pre- 
ſent, full power and- Commiſſion, to conſider and performe 
what they finde neceſſary by Praying and Preaching , by ſuppli- 
cating his Majeſtic and all the Judicatories of this Kingdome , b 
Declarations and Remonſtrances to the Parliament of England, 
to the Synod of Divines in that Kingdome, by Informations, Di- 
rections , Inſtructions to , and continuall correſpondence with the 
Commiſſioners, now deſigned by this Aſſembly#to go to the Sy- 
nod of Divines in England , or by any other lawfull Ecclefiaſtick 
wayes, for furtherance of this great Work , in the Union of this 
Iſland in Religion and Kirk-government , and for continuance of 
our own Peace at home , and of the common Peace betwixtrhe 
Nations, and keeping of good correſpondence betwixt the Kirks 
of this Iſland. With power alſo to them to concurre withthe 
Lords of Councell , Commiſſioners of Peace , or with the Ho- 
nourable Eſtates aſſembled in Convention or Parliament , or 
with their Committees and Commiſsioners, in proſecuting this 
ood Work at home or abroad by all Ecclefraſtick wayes, And 
fachlike with-power to them to prevent the dangers conteined in 
the Remonſtrance, preſented unto the Convention of Eſtares by 
the Commiſsioners of the late Afﬀſembly in Fre laſt, 8 to proſe- 
cute the remedies of theſe dangers conteined in another Remon- 
ſtrance,preſented by the aids Commilsionersto the Convention 
the 6.0t Fuly laſt ; by admonitions, direQions , cenſures , and all 
other Ecaleftaſtick wayes. And further in caſe their Brethren of 
England ſhall agree to the Covenant betwixt the Kingdomies, 
the draught and frame whereof is now ſo. unanimouſly approven 
inthis Aflembly Gives alſo unto the Perſons toreſaid,or the Qo- 
rum above-written,full Power and Anthoritie tro command and 
enjoynthe ſamine to be ſubſcribed and ſworn by all the members 
of this Kirk : And that in ſuch order and manner, and with ſuch 
Yolemniries as they ſhall think convenient for ſo great and glori- 
ous a Work ; And to ſend their dire&ions to Seſsions , Presby- 
teries and Synods , for execution oftheir 4 thereanent, A _ 
wi 
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with power to proceed againſt any Perſon whatſoever , that ſhall 
refuſe ro ſubſcribe and fwear the {aid Covenant , with all the cen- 
ſares of the Kirk ,. or torefer the tryall and cenſures of ſuch dehn- 
quents to Pregbyteries or Synods as they ſhall think convenient. 
And fuch like gives unto the perſons foreſaids power and liberrie, 
ro call a Generall Aſſembly pro re #ata , incale they ſhall findethe 
aeceſsity of the Kirk , and this great Work to require the fame : 
With tull power alſo to them to give Anſwers in name of the 
Afembly , to all Letters {ent ro the Afſembly from the Kirks of 
Holland , Zealand ; or any other forraigne Reformed Kirks, 
And further gives power to them to promove the other deſires, 
Overtuxes and recommendations of this , or of any former Af- 
femblies to the Kings Majeſtie , Parliament or Convention of E- 
ſtates , tothe Lords of Councell , Sefsion , Exchequer , Com- 
miſsioners of Parliaments, for plantation of Kirks , tor the com- 
mon burdens , and for conſerving the Peace. And ſuchlike 
gives as full power and Commait5ion to them to treat and decerne 
in any other matters referred , or tobe referred to them by this 
Aſlembly , as if the ſamine were herein particularly inſert. And 
generally gives unto the Perſons foreſaids, or the 2uorum above- 
mentioned full power and Authoritie , to do and performe all 
things which n@y advance , accompliſh , and perteRrhe great 
Work of Unity of Religion , and Unitormity of Kirk-govern- 
ment in all his Majeſties Dominions, and which may be neceflary 
for good order in all the publick affairs of this Kirk , untill the 
next Aſfembly , »e quid detrimenti capiat Eccleſia. With als 
ample power mn all matters particulary or generally above-menti- 
oned , as any other Commilsion of Generall Aſſemblies , hes 
had or been in uſe of before ; They being alwayes countable to, 
and cenſurable by thenext General! Aſſembly, tor their proceed- 
ings thereintill, 


He Generall CA(ſe wy «(29h the meeting of the next Generall 
Aſſembly , to be at Edinburgh the laſt Wedneſday of May , in the 


gear 1644+ 
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INDEX. OFTHE AGTFTYS 
of the Aﬀembly holden at 


EDinBurG yn 1643. 
not printed, 


) He Kings cMajeſties Commiſsion to: Sir Thomas Hope 
F of Craizghall Knight, His Majeſties Advocate. | 
oa Election of Maſter Alexander Henderfon , Mode- 
DG. ratour. 
Appointment of Maſter John Scot, who was ſent from the Presbyte- 
rie in the Scettiſh Army in Ircland, to be preſent in the Aſſembly e- 
very Seſsion, | 
Fncſtiong propounded by the Moderatour , to ſome brethren in the - 
North, anent ſome Papiſts there, and their anſwer therennto, 
Commiſs10n for viſitation of the Univerſitie of $. Andrews, 
* Letters from Maſter William Spang , Mimfler of the Scots Kirk at 
Camph:ir with attcftations of ſome Dutch Kirks , anent hingmg of 
Penſills in Kirks, & c. | 
AH for ſummar excommunication of Adam Abercrombie, 
Approbation of the depoſition of Maſter John Forbes , With an ordi- 
nance for his ſubſcribing the Covenant. | 
2»cſtions from the Presbyterie of Hadington,with the Aſſemblies re- | 
Þ 


olution thereof, anent Sir John Seaton, and his daughter. 
Approbation of the advice of the Commiſsioners of the late Aſſembly at 
$. Andrews, for not printing two Aits of the laft Aſſembly held at 
Aberdene, 
Approbation of the Lord Maitland his faithfull diſcharging 
the Commiſsion given to him by the late Aſſembly at $S. An- 
drews for repairing to the Kings Majeſtie , and Parliament of Eng- 
land, cc. 
Commuttee appointed to mect with the Engliſh Commiſsioners. 
Power of Coll Gorie to Mifter Robert Daleleiſh , of the annuitie of 
500.1:b. ſterling, granted by His Majeitie tothe Kirk. 
Approbation of the Lord Marqweſſe of Argyle his apprehending Ro- 
nald Macronald Prreff. : 
Approvation of the Laird of Birtenboge , for apprebending John 
Robeſon Pricſt. | . 
Renun- 


Index. 


Renunciatiation of the unlawfull Band , conforme to the ordinance of 
the Aſſembly at Edidburgh, 1641. 

Recommendation anent the captives in _ 

Approbation of Maſter Alexander Henderſon his faithful and _ 
Carriage in diſcharging of the Commiſsion given to him by the 
Commiſsioners of the late Aſſembly , for going to His Maje- 
ſt ie, OF Gs 

Report of the Committee appointed to meet with the Engliſh Commiſ- 
ſroners. 

Report of the (ommittee appointed for trying the Presbyterie of Auch- 
terarder , The Aſſemblies approbation , admonition , ana publick. 
rebuke of the ſeverall brethren of that Presbyterte reſpeCtiv c ac cor 
ding to their behaviours, An 

A_—_ of a 20 Grahame. With 

The ordinance for debarring the Miniſters who are Commiſsioners of 
that Presbyterie, from this Aſſembly. 


Recommendation to the Synod of Perth for reconciling the differences 
amongſt the brethren of that Presbytcrie. | 

Publick rebuke of Maſter Henry Futhie. 

Recommendation of the deſire of Sir John Crawfurd of Kilburuie 
Knight , to the Presbyterie of Dumbartan. 

Anent Dottour Howies papers. 

Ad anent the deſire of the Letters ſent from the Miniſter of the Scot- 


tiſh Kirk at Campheir. 

Recommendation to him, to urge the ſubſcribing of the (ovenant, 

Fr og, HMeſter Andro Logie. 

Erection of a Presbyterie at Biggar, With a ſuſpenſion of entrie 
thereunto. | 

Reference of the matter betwixt the pariſhoners of Closburne, &c. and 
the _— of Penpont,to the Synod of Drumfrets. 

Reference of the petition of Dunſcoir to the Commiſs.Parl.for plantati- 
tation of Kirks. | 

Recommendation anent the Kirk of Carubie , to the Presbyterie of S. 
Andrews. ; 

Remitt. anent Traflat and Drungrey , to the Synod of Drum- 

res. 

X - & anent Roger Lindeſay of Maines his Excommunication , 
W = a Recommendation to the Convention of Eſtates concern- 
ing him, 

pes. rar" to the Convention of Eſtates, anent perſons excom- 
municate. 

Commiſsion for viſitation of Orkney, Zetland,e+c. 

Act anent the Kirk of Stracathro. 

Recommendation anent erecting a Kirk at Seatoun. 

Reference to the ( ommiſscion to be appointed by this Aſſembly , for th 
public affairs of this Kirk, for providing the Univer ſitie of Aber- 

. #4denewith g Profeſſour of Divinity. 
4 as qÞ Refe- 


| 
| 
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Referenceto the ſaid Commiſs. for providing 4 Profeſſonr of Divinitic 
to the Umrver ſive 'of en ar ide vets Soon} 

Conmittece appointed yo conferre with the Engliſh (onmmiſsioners upon 
the uy preſented by them to the ” embly pon the ts of 
Auruſt. 

"en. 5. to conferre alſo with the Committee of the (onvention of 
Eſt ates Yhereanent . | 

Ordinance that Maſter Alexinder Henderſon , aſter David 

Calderwood,avd Maſter David Dickſon ; make ſome draught and 
forme of the publick ys Worſhip. 

Act Ew ing with Eccleſiaſtick cenſures againſt the murtherers 
of William Creightoun. 

Commiſsion appointed to ſit at Air for the particulars concerning the 

. - patochiners of. Stammithirk, ic. 

Triall of the Synod books. 

CA pprobation of the Act of the laſt Aſſembly , concerning the power 
graxted to Sir Axchbald Johnſtoun Prorurater of the Kirk , and 

. Clerkyothe Aſſembly, 

Recommendation of the matter conriy ning @ Collegue to the Miniiter 
of _— z to the Conmuiſrioners of Parliament for plantation of 
Kirks. 

Recommendation t the Synod of Lowthian, to try the proceedings of the 
Presbyterie A Peebles , iu admiſsien of Maſter John-Hay to the 
Kirk of Peebles, | 

Reference of Matter John Mackinzie to the Commiſcion of the Ge- 
nerall Aſſembly. 

Act for _ againſt the Presbyterie of Sky , for not keeping the 
Synod. | 

Pc ceo WAY to the Lord Marqueſſe Argyle,zo move the ruling El- 
ders in Argyle, to be more obſervant f Prezbyteries and $ynods. 

1c" =" to the Lord Marqueſſe Argyle ſor planting Lo- 
quhaber. | ; 

Ordinance for ſuppreſsing of ſub-(ynods 

mr otra p. Aw fs Synod of Murray. 

Reference anent the order of tviall of Synods , Presbyteries and Kirks, 
With a recommendation for uſing the orders ſet down inthe Aſſem- 
blies 1638. axd 1602. inthe interim. 

Commi(sion for planting the Kirks of Edinburgh. 

Remitt. to the one of S. Andrews, anemrhe Kirk of Largo. © 

—_ of Maſter James Fairlie , to the (ommiſsion of this 

embly, | 

Recommendation anent the Bill given in by William Janſon Printer 
in Amſterdam. 

Reference anent Maſter Robert Fleiming to the Commiſzion appointed 
to fit at Air, x | | 

Report and approbation of the proceedings of the ommiſrion of wiſuta- 
rionof x Hem fe > ny won. bes 


Com- 


Index, 


Commiſion of viſitation of that Uni verſitte. 

Report of the Committee anent the diſtreſſed people 1n Ireland. 

Recommendation to the Commiſsioners of the Generall Aſſembly,to ſit at 
Edinburgh anent Expectants to go to Ireland. | 

Ads anent James Murray. 

Recommendation of Maſter Robert Brown. 

Commiſion to the Presbyterie of Edinburgh , for his admiſsion to the 

. Earle of Irwins Regiment. | 
Report of the Committee anent the receiving and diſpenſing of his re- 
* ceipts of the annuitie of five hunared pound ſterling, &rc. And Ap- 
robation thereof. 
Report of the Committee appointed to conſider the References from the 
. Commiſsion of the late Aſſembly. ( | 

Af for Maſter Andrew Murray , Miniſter at Ebdie his exerciſe 
of his calling of the Miniſterie , and for rejecting honours, &c. In- 
compatible with that calling. | | 

Recommendation Maſter William Bennet Miniſter at .Ancrum,to 
abſt ain from civill courts and meetings, ec. 

Recommenaation to the ('ommiſsioners of the eAſſembly for tryall if any 
Excommunicate Papiſts,be in the Scotiſh Regiments in France, &c. 

Recommendation of Maſter Tames Tohnſtoun. 

Reference of Tillifruskie to the Presbyterie of Edinburgh, 

Recommendation anent Laird Gagies mortification. 

Recommendation of Maſter Alexander Trotter, 

Recommendation anent the. diſmembring ſome parts of the Paroch of 
Hadintoun , to be a ſeveral Parochine. 


